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much fruit.”" Let us never forget that “framework 
of precious promises,” and let us:rejoice that we may 
indeed grip them firmly and safely with the tendrils 
of faith. Those tendrils of our faith may be weak 
indeed; but the framework is strong. And even these 
faith-tendrils of ours may: have the strength of the 
Vine in whom we are branches, if we abide in him and 
remember that- even our faith is his’ responsibility. 
From whom do these promises come that we are to 
‘grip? They are the promises of God! They cannot 


richer, than any of the others. If the Victorious 
Life could last three hundred years back in those old’ 
days before Christ’s atonement had been consummated, 
and before the Holy Spirit was given to men as he 
never could be given till the Day of Pentecost, what 
ought our lives to be in this wonderful age of grace? 


a 
Rivers of Life 


i “ fail. Therefore, “let us hold fast the profession of + 4 : 
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VERY city, every home owes much of its devélop- 

ment to advertising. How lost. we would be 
without it! Are you making full use of the adver- - 

tising columns appearing every-week in-The Sunday 











God is authorized to say that the Lord Jesus Christ 
“hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). This is done for us 
here on earth. It includes our death with Christ, and 
our new life in him, so that we may “walk in newness 
of life’ (Rom. 6:4). This is what is meant by the 
Victorious Life—walking in fellowship with God. 
One of the frequent questions about this miraculous 


—and a great city, the Holy Jerusalem, descends out 
of Heaven ‘from , and we are shown “a pure river 
of water of life, clear as.crystal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb.” On.either side 
of this river is the tree of life, bearing twelve manner 
of fruits, and yielding her fruit every month, “and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the na- 
tions” (Rev. 21, 22).. Seven millenniums earlier was 


School Times? and heavenly experience is the challenge “Will it last?”. “the tree of life also in the midst of the garden.” 
ae mn | Remembering that it is “the life that is Christ” (Phil. Tree of life and river of life are mentioned together 








The Word of Life 


By Laura S. F. Woodruff 


EGINNING iin my: heart, 
No flower of good 
Has tried to start, 
Or ever could. 


Beginning in a seed 
One planted there, 
Both:thought and deed - 
Are sweet and fair. 


With lilies chaste. 


Whose Promises? | 
Promises depend on the one who makes them. If 
a person who is notorious for breaking engagements 
promises to meet us at a certain time and place, we 
have reason to doubt whether the appointment will be 
There are others whose engagements are ful- 
filled so invariably that we never think of questioning 
their word. Yet they might, through no fault of their 
own, be Pa nag from keeping a promise. But there 
is_still- Ariother, the only One. in ‘the universe, who 


“husbandman” of the “true vine” that is Christ him- 
self. We who believe are the branches in that vine. 
In revealing comment on this, one has written: “‘Hus- 
bandman’ means that he is not only vinedresser, but pro- 
prietor — owner of yine, soil, and vineyard. He selects 
the place where we may best develop. He prunes and 
purges, all with the purpose of increasing. He con- 
structs a framework of precious promises, and encour- 
ages us to grip them firmly with the tendrils of 
fait. So the Great Husbandman seeks that at length 
we shall be his own glory in that we shall have: yielded 


1:21), God has made évery provision for it to last 
as long as Christ lasts! It is new life; but it is not 
a new experience on earth. Enoch knew. the ‘secret. 
He walked with God — but we do not always -remem- 
ber how long he did so. “And Enoch walked with 
God .. . three hundred years .. . And Enoch walked 
with God: and he was not; for God took him” (Gen. 
5:22, 24). So Enoch’s Victorious Life lasted three, 
centuries. It is interesting te note that this. man’s 
human lifetime was h of years shorter than that 
of any of the other patriarchs given in the genealogical 
table in Genesis 5. Of the ten men named, seven 
lived more than: nine hundred years each; one more 
than eight hundred years, one more than seven hun- 
dred years. And Enoch lived. only 365-years. Buta 
full three centuries of his life was lived as a miracle 
walk: he was living. “eternal life” all that time, and 


man. Though he had reached the advanced age 

of one hundred and twenty years he required 
no staff to lean upon, no acousticon to aid defective 
hearing, no glasses to enable him to look into the 
faces of his congregation. Moses stood erect in_ the 
full vigor of manhood as he breathed forth the God- 
inspired blessing upon Israel. 

‘hat a romance his life had been, in the sense of 
passing beyond the limits of the ordinary! What 
heroism in making ithe decision of all eternity when in 
his fortieth year he chose God, and “to suffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God”’!. What courage, for 
one upon whom society smiled, to have bowed himself 
gracefully down and out of it all! What fellowship 
with God he had known! How intelligently he had 


‘ entered into God's thought! .How.dependent, he had ever 
Seen . Constantly. did. he. “inquire of.’ 


en upon t i) 
the Lord’! at 4 marvelous.ide 


foreview of vast millenniums of. subsequent hist 
had been given him! meet 
“Never did earth’s philosopher 
. Trace with a golden pen 
the deathless page words half so sage 
he wrote down for men.” 

Deliverer, saviour, lawgiver, leader, mediator, 
prophet, priest, king he had been to Israel, and more. 
God had found one utterly believing and obedient 
man, and through him He had compelled a proud, 
determined, mighty autocrat, obsessed with a passion 
for building, to free hundreds of thousands of slaves 


in the Garden of Eden and in the new Heaven and the 
new earth. So there was a river of life in God’s first 
plan, and there is a river of life in his final plan. But 
what of the meantime; when a wrecked human race 
is living on an earth that is ufder a curse, while 
Satan the usurper. is permitted to be the “god of this 
world”? God in his loving mercy still provides the 
river of life. The Lord Jesus Christ is here, living 
in believers; it was he that said: “If any man: thirst, 
let him come unto’ me and drink. He that believeth 
on me, as the ge gece hath. said, from. within. him 
shall flow rivers living water” (John 7:37, 38). 
Have we realized the overwhelming stewardship that 
God intrusts to his children? We are to be channels 
to this: thirsty; ‘dyitg: world’ of: that river“ of life -which 
was in Eden before the fall, and which will continue 
after the millennium when “there be no more 


t 
i in that sense his life was longer, because fuller and curse.” 
Hie Word of life gives power, : ' 
j And sunlight good, we we 
A-cleansing. shower, é A 
And. daily food. 
Hie: Word of life, alone, The God of J eshurun 
Transforms a waste , 
Of slime and stone. LL Israel hung upon the words of the grand old upon whose forced labor he was depending for the 


completion of his works. He had found a man through 
whom he had induced a poor, degraded nation, sunk 
in ignorance and idolatry (worship of created things), 
to seek emancipation and a knowledge of Himself as 
the Creator of all things, as well as their Deliverer 
and Redeemer. 

And now Moses is about to leave them. What 
more can he say to kindle within them an ever deep- 
ening appreciation of God, and set them all aglow 
with enthusiasm. for Him? 

Hear him. “The Lord . . . shined forth from 
mount Paran.” -Moses had seen His glory as no 
other man had ever seen it. The excellences of the 
dort in prays dogioy had - filled and eed his sad 

is whole being. had’ bétit enraptured with the realiza- 
tion of : fat ae ete. He had not only caught a 
vision of what a“God’ts’ oar God, but that “he came 


ot ‘only is “faithful indoing: all-in his power to keep ? nstration he had’ from ‘the ten: £, holy ones” (Deut. 33: 2, 
: Bis promis bat Who"has-attaal ompipotencé in -carry-:; Passed on. from Gad to the *as.to. how: they“ R. a ana et and was a fiery’ law for 
= “thémr through: - No: person, no’ circumstances in ‘might draw neat to the Most Holy One! “What a them.” '‘He- was a God of righteousness and justice. 
2 the universe can prevent him, Christ calls him the 


“Yea, he loveth the people.” He was a God of love. 

As Mosés’ eye swept-millenniums of the future his- 
tory of Israel; as he thought of the rejection of the 
Prophet like unto himself} as he saw a nation com- 
ing against them from the end of the earth “as swift 
as the eagle flieth” (Véspasian returning from his 
conquests in Britain with his galleys, the Roman eagle 
at their prow surmounting every glistening spear) ; 
“a nation of fierce countenance” rushing to the land 
of promise;” arid’ with Titus committing one of the 
greatest atrocities in human history in the destruction 
of the natioh; as he saw thém scattered among the 
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nations among whom they would become “an astonish- 
ment, a proverb, and a, byword” (Shylocks * and 
Fagans), did he hope*to,¢dmfort them with the assur- 
ance of God’s love? : 

How he had sought again and again to make it real 
to them: “Jehovah did not set his love upon you, nor 
cheose you, because ye were’ more in number than 
any ‘people; for ye were the fewest of all peoples: 
but because Jehovah loveth you”; “because he loved 
thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after them, 
and brought thee out with his presence, with his great 
power”; “Jehovah thy God turned the curse into a 
blessing unto- thee because Jehovah thy God loved 
thee.” His love for his people would illumine the dark 
clouds that would inevitably follow wrongdoing and 
win outspoken loyalty to God. So near had Moses 
lived to God that he had felt the pulsation of the 
heart of infinite love in its “yearnings over His peo- 
ple, and he points them. to: Him-as:their only. salvation, 
enjoyment, and satisfaction. 

“All his saints” (here testimony. merges into com- 
munion, the third person into the second) “are in thy 
hand.” What eternal cite they could find “hidden 
in the hollow of His blessed. hand” ! 

“They sat down at thy feet.” What communion, 
instruction, and enjoyment awaited them at “His feet’’! 

“Every one shall receive of thy words.” What life, 
sustenance, and comfort would be.stored up in His 
words! 

Though the blessings he pronounced upon the in- 
dividual tribes were, for the most part earthly and 
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temporal, that upon Benjamin and Asher seemed to 
apply to God’s people of all ages and nationalities. 
To Benjamin, “whose name meant “the son of my. sor- 
row,” he: said, “The beloved of the Lord shall dwelt 
in safety by him; and the Lord shall cover him all 
the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoul- 
ders.” Theif -sorrow..would be worth to them all it 
cost if it would lead them into such an expefience with 
such a God. 

And. to Asher he said: “There: is none like unto 
the God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven 
in thy help, and in his excellency on the sky. The 
eternal, God is thy~ refuge, and--underneath are the 
everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy 
from before thee.” 

Who is. Jeshurun whose God “rideth upon the 
heavens for -his help”? (R. V.) — Young’s Analyti- 
cal Concordance gives the literal Hebrew, “The dar- 
ling upright.” Not only does this apply to the Mosaic 
age, but to the Church age. “The upright” — who 
are they? Are they not those who have heard and 
responded to His call of salvation — “Wake up,” “Rise 
up,’ — those who can testify, “He brought me up also 
out of. a horrible pit . . ...and set. my feet upon a 
rock”; those who respond to His gracious invitation 
“Come up on the mount with me”; those who know 
the “up” of victory —“Up: for the battle is the 
Lord’s” ; those whose expectation is to he “caught up.” 
These are His “darlings,” His “Jeshurun,” who may 
ever rely upon Omnipotence riding upon the heavens 
for their help. 





Dr. Cadman’s Teachings 


I would like to know, if the question is not too 
rsonal, whether or not Dr. Parkes Cadman is a 
odernist.—A New York reader. 


Can you give me any information about Dr. Cad- 
man that will*help people who are very much taken 
with his Sunday afternoon talks to realize the kind 
of teachings he gives?—A New York State reader. 


Dr. Cadman’s two-column headed article, ‘““Every- 
day Questions,” appearing in a widely known daily 
newspaper, has gripped the attention of a large num- 
ber, and, in the small circle that my studies have 
elbowed up against, doubt exists as to the classifica- 
tion: to which the President of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America belongs. 

The versatile mind, the wide outlook; the passion 
for service, deep .and abiding and consistent sym- 

thies revealed in Dr. Cadman’s treatment of St. 

‘rancis: of- Assisi.and-his.other articles,.compel us 
to look with a sort of profound admiration upon the 
ana of a modern daily newspaper offering a 
channel of communication to the high and the-low for 
lofty conceptions of life and duty. ' 
~In answer to one of the attached “Everyday Ques- 
tions” reference is made to the early Genesis chapters 
in a way that might lead to the conclusion that Dr. 
page scholarship is kin to Harry Emerson Fos- 

ick. 

We who have so long followed that choice com- 
pany of scholarly leaders. represented in The Sun- 
day School Times editors and contributors for over 
thirty-five years have come almost to the point of a 
deaf ear to all who disagree with you and your Times 
writers. 

In view of the great broadcasting program con- 
ducted by Dr. Cadman, together with the eminence 
he holds in the Protestant group, I write asking for 
guidance as to which, in your opinion, should be the 
measure of our appraisal of his writings? 

Is Dr. Cadman safe in Bible interpretation? Just 
where does he belong, as regards Fundamentalism or 
Modernism ?—A California réader. 

' I am hoping to-see in The Sunday School Times 
the answer to the question, “Is Dr. Cadman a Mod- 
ernist?” Since hearing him every Sunday over the 
radio he has become a puzzle to me, as he upholds. so 
many questionable things, and.disregards such im- 
portant ones, s 

The Sunday School Times, is meat and drink to me, 
and I thank God for it—A New York reader. 


Dr. S. Parkes, Cadman’s syndicated newspaper arti- 
cles answering questions, ant his ‘radio addressés, com- 
bine to give him what is undoubtédlyione of the largest 
audiences interested'in’ reli s ‘discussions in’ Amer- 
ica. He is President: of ‘thé: Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America; ‘which ‘includes some 
twenty-eight evangelical Protestant denominations. He 
is also pastor of the Central Congregational Church 
of Brooklyn. His fund of knowledge, through study 
and wide reading, seems well-nigh mexhaustible, and 
his radio addresses and answers to questions give a 
wealth of valuable material, so presented as to be 
easily understood and captivating in their charm and 
simplicity. Much of his teaching is true and whole- 
some. These extraordinary qualities make it the more 
important to understand his attitude toward the Bible 
and Christian truth. 

The question as to what Dr. Cadman teaches is best 





answered by his own words. Here are some of them, 
as published. 

“The record of Elisha’s life, like that of his prede- 
cessor Elijah, is full of the mysterious and the mir- 
aculous. Both were national heroes, whose careers 
so profoundly impressed their age that fond legends 
naturally crystallized around them. A similar process 
created supermen out of several'of our eighteenth cen- 
tury leaders.” Dr. Cadman does not accept as authen- 
tic all of: the Old Testament history. 

Of the miracles wrought by Elisha he writes: “It 
is necessary to discriminate between these wonders. 
All are subordinate to evidence and must be deter- 
gined by it. . . . Some may have been normal deeds, 
to be ascribed to natural causes; others exaggerated 
stories that were fastened on Elisha’s strong person- 
ality; still others the outgrowth of a superstitious and 
illiterate people’s imagination.” 2 

Again: “The miracles recorded of the Hebrew chil- 
dren in the fiery furnace and Daniel in the lions’ den 
are poetic descriptions of the fierce. ordeals to which 
the captive children of Israel were subjected in Baby- 
lon.” As a reason for doubting these miracles, Dr. 
Cadman says: “It is salutary to remember in this 
connection that our Lord disparaged the stress laid on 
miracles.” He seems to forget that our Lord 
authenticated the Old Testament in its history, 
miracles, and all, and also that our Lord worked 
more miracles during the brief three years of his pub- 
lic ministry.than any ather character in history. But 
he says: “Remember, many of them [the miracles] 
today will be explained by purely psychological proc- 
esses, which in the early days were not known. 
Therefore men attributed to supernatural forces what- 
ever they could\not explain.” 

Asked how he_reconciles “the merciless character- 
istics of Jehovah, as shown in the Old Testament, 
with the forbearance, love, and mercy" personified by 
Christ,”’ Dr. Cadman answers: ~“The one answer to 
your question is to ask if the Jehovah of the Old 
Testament bears the same character throughout that 
great literature. Plainly he does not. Compare, for 
example, the brutal Deity of the Book of Judges 
with the Afl Merciful Being of the Book of Jonah. 
They are as different as the Sahara Desert and the 
cornbelt states of our Republic.” Dr. Cadman for- 
gets that the Christ of the, Gospels, of the: Epistles, 
and of. the Revelation shows exactly the same char- 
acteristics, in -his necessary; wrath .against and judg- 


ment of incorrigible sin, as the Jehovah. of the earlier 


parts of:the Old Testament. ¢ Hi 
Asked whether ‘he believes “in the ‘physical resur- 


rection of the body,” Dr. 


“This belief excludes physical resurrection from the 
program of man’s future state.” 


He rejects. the Genesis history. “Why should its 
advocates [those who hold to the theological past] 
insist that the early chapters: of Genesis are historic, 
or that legends irreconcilable with assured verities 
since discovered are part and parcel of God’s saving 
Evangel?” He either overlooks or denies the fact 
that the fall of man in Genesis is inextricably involved 
with the blood atonement of Christ on the cross, 


J dman, quoting Paul’s. 
great resurrection chapter, 1 Corinthians. 1§, says: 


JULY 28, 1928 


Dr. Cadman declares unhesitatingly for evolution. ~ 53 


“The idea that man is on the ascent, not the descent, ). 


is forme and for many others an unfailing source of = 
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courage and*hope. ... His upward process has endured) “© 


for countless ages and his sout has still a long distance. “** ‘ 
to go.” > a 
The fall of man is rejected in the words: “If he «@ 


began in a perfect state certainly he is a sorry sight mi 


now.” Dr. Cadman seems to forget that that is ex-’ 
actly the truth which God has ‘declared, as the Holy 
Spirit pictures the total depravity of man, conceived 
and born in sin, hopeless and lost, and therefore need- 
ing the Son of God as Saviour. : ms 

He refers to legislation against the teaching - of 
evolution in schools and colleges as “an exploited dis- 
turbance of stagnant theology.” As the outstanding: 
figure among the great scientific discoverers of. the- 
past century, Dr. Cadman names Darwin. 

Asked about “the pulpit infidels of our day,” Dr. 
Cadman, defending Modernists; says: “The pioneers 
for veracity who expose false claims and baseless 
dogmas do a great service for all believing souls.” 

Like many Modernists, Dr. Cadman hesitates to- 
classify himself -with any group as he answers. the 
question whether he is a Fundamentalist or a Mod- 
ernist: “There is an evangelizing passion in man 
whom you call Fundamentalists which I crave for myself, . 
There is an intellectual breadth and sympathy in many. 
Modernists that have helped to re-create my spiritual 
outlook on life.” 

Of “the old-fashioned belief that children are born. 
in iniquity,” he says that “recent psychological and 
sociological researches have undermined” this posi- 
tion. 

Concerning the angels of the Bible Dr. Cadman 
writes: “In not a few instances the angel was an 
imaginative means whereby the writer in question 
expressed what he felt was the divine inspiration of 
his own soul.” 

When a reader asks him to explain Christian doc- 
trine, he answers: “Christian doctrine in essence is 
a speculative structure reared on the basis of re-. 
ligious experience.” It would be difficult to get 
farther away from Scriptural truth in a bfief sen- 
tence. Christian doctrine is not speculative, it is ab- 
solute, final truth revealed infallibly by God’s Holy 
Spirit. Nor is it ever “reared on the basis of religious 
experience.” Op the contrary, Christian experience 
is the result of true doctrine. ‘i 

“Why should you not pray for and with your sis- 
ter’s emancipated spirit?” Dr. Cadman asks, in an- 
swer. to a_ troubl inquirer who wishes light on 
whether it is right to offer prayers daily for a dead 
sister. 

“The immense relief afforded by modern medicine 
and surgery,” he says, “is the practical fulfillment of 
Christ’s great saying: ‘He that believeth in me, the 
works that I do shall he do.also; and greater works 
than these shall he do, because I go unto my Father’” 
(John 14: 12). 

Salvation by character is his teaching: “Heaven is 
the ultimate end of a way of life which exalts truth, 
goodness, a sound mind, and a heart devoted to the 
purest objects.. Character alone is the passport to its 
peace and blessedness. Inquire of your own soul if 
you have that character.” 

It is not surprising, in view of all these radical de- 
partures from Scriptural truth and evangelical Chris- 
tianity, to find that Dr. Cadman does not believe in 
the substitutionary blood atonement of Christ as the 
central objective and goal of the Father and Son 
from the foundation of the world. The Moody Bible 
Institute Monthly,.in its issue for April, 1927, set 
forth Dr. Cadman’s shocking position in this. In his 
newspaper question column he was asked: 


Why did a just and merciful God permit the inno- 
cent Christ to suffer and die for a guilty race? Is 
not this procedure, which you assert as the strength 
of your religion, in itself a reflection on the justice 
of the Supreme Being? 


Dr. Cadman replied, in part: 


- “God permitted Christ to die as he did because in 
no other way could his mission to mankind have been 
fulfilled. Further it was the Son’s chief aim to carry 
out his Father’s will in every particular. : 

_ “Moreover, he voluntarily assumed his doom, . for. 
this purpose going to Jerusalem, where, as he felt, 
convinced, his testimony would end in his death. His 
purpose. was deliberately carried} out-and it verified 
his conviction. _ In the ‘speech of/ the modern world: 
Christ ‘threw himself “away.2 4 96 © Deo sete uh 

“It is possible, as your letter suggests, that he may 
have been mistaken, . His ignominious death may not: 
have been absolutely what the Father willed. But 
this is beside the issue. Its point is that Jesus believed 
it was the Father’s will and acted accordingly. 
he done otherwise, he would have failed in his loyalty 
and obedience as God’s Son.” 

Where this prominent preacher and religious teacher 
stands concerning the deity and atonement of Christ is 
clearly declared ‘in his words that our Lord Jesus. 
Christ “may have been mistaken. His ignominious’ 

- (Concluded on page 445) 
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Laying Waste the Fenced Cities of Judah 


The romance of recovering the 
ancient world 





By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL. D., Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 
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President of Xenia Theological Seminary 











a April 109. 
.JE HAVE pretty definitely determined that 
WW Sennacheri was once the final destroyer of 
Kirjath-sepher — but not now; we are. When 
we got dOwn to the floor levels and the street paving 
of.the city of the Early Iron Age Two, Rehoboam 
to Hezekiah, 900-700 B. C., and had measured and 
leveled and plotted and photographed everything, then, 
alas, in order to see what was below, get at the older 
Israelite city built immediately after the Conquest, 
we had to clear away all these walls, tear up the 
house floors and the street paving. It was rather 
heart-rending to see the walls of those fine houses 
come down, and Center Street and Dyer Street and 
the Fortification streets disappear. We would like to 
keep all these walls to show-every one who comes; 
but, in order to go.on with the investigation we must 
reluctantly take our place among those old vandals, 
Shishak, Sennacherib, and Nebuchadnezzar, and de- 
stroy one of the fenced cities of Judah. : 
This afternoon the work of destruction began. 


Strict instructions were issued to watch carefully for, 


inscribed stones which might be built into the wall, 
old monuments from a preceding city re-used by the 
Israelites to build the walls of their houses. So every 
workman kept a sharp lookout for the makhtub — 
and backsheesh! I watched the work for some time, 
hoping to be present when something should be found. 
At one time a large stone was turned over which the 
workmen: thought makhtub, and it did have much the 
appearance of a seated Egyptian statue inscribed upon 
it. I immediately got out the motion-picture camera 
to photograph this “coming out party.” But the mo- 
ment I show a camera every workman stands stock 
still, The idea of the motion picture has never pene- 
trated this primitive region. The marks upon the 
stone proved to be wholly natural, and the picture 
entirely still life in a motion-picture camera. 

This work of destruction of an old civilization came 
to what threatened to be an erid of civilization for 
the archeologists. But that is a varied story. It 
began with a delightful trip to Jerusalem and three 
days’’ rest and comfort in my delightful Jerusalem 
home with the American Colony. There I have been 
entertai for. the past thirty-six years, a real oasis 
in» the-désert, the same cool room year after. year, 
the:same unsurpassed table comforts, and the varied 
fellowship ° of: interesting people from all over the 
world. Then, also loved ones and worship and an 
opportunity to preach on Sunday afternoon. Oh, it 
was joy, “glory for me.” 

Driving Through ‘a Sirocco 

Then came the journey back to camp on Monday. 
For the benefit of the Teacher and the Hakim, as 
well as my own benefit, not to mention throwing a 
little sand into the eyes of the loafers about the 
Jaffa gate who might note that I was returning to 
camp probably with money to pay the workmen, we 
went around by Bab-el-Wad and Gaza on a crossroad 
to Beersheba’s wells, and so to our destination. The 
first part of the journey was unalloyed pleasure; the 
glorious plain of Sharon and its growing crops, the 
rounded hills of the Shephelah, the distant mountains 
of Judea, the steady hum of our good engine, and 
the flow of pleasant and witty conversation made this 
first part of the day a joy. 

At Gaza we were misdirected or missed the direc- 
tions, I do’ not know which, but in any case we missed 
the road to Beersheba. We meandered along over 
camel trails until we came to the jumping-off place 
and had to turn back. We tried another trail which 
brought. us to a large Bedouin camp. The Arabs 
proved to be friendly, offered us good water and much 
advice—in: Arabic. However, we made out enough 
to know that we. were not:on the Beersheba road at 
all. Finally we persuaded a young fellow to go with 
us..as a: guide... He certainly knew the way; his-gut- 
teral “Doghera; doghera, “Forward, straight. ahead” 
rang, aut jlike- military,orders. At. last, there, . right 


across, our) spath,; lay:-the..great . Beersheba -highway. . 


But, at the end of an hour and-a:half.-we found our- 
selves only seven miles from Gaza, when we ought to 
have been at Beersheba, thirty-eight miles away. 
The road was good, the engine leaped to its task, 
and away we went with no traffic policeman-to mark 
time against us. But, oh, the heat of that day. We 
were meeting a sirocco in the face, in the second day 
of its increasing fury. The temperature rose. with 
every mile. I have experienced about 118 degrees, 
but that was mild weather compared to this. It must 
have been at least 130. We met blasts which seemed 
to come out of a furnace. I inadvertently touched 
the door 6f the automobile beside me and it burned 
my finger like a hot poker. Suddenly we topped a 


In these two letters from Kirjath-sepher Dr. 
Kyle telis how he and a friend got lost and had 
to drive through a sirocco that struck their car 
like blasts from a furnace; and of recent dis- 
coveries that hint at tragedy, pathos, and even 
comedy in Israei’s history. One learns of some of 
the hardships that archeologists face in order to 
enrich the studies of those who love the Book, 
and Dr. Kyle says that he and his colleagues are 
giad to do the work if others will “help hold 
the ropes.” 








hill and came down to a desert river. The water 
was green and greasy. Arabs floated in it, camels 
browsed in the swamp, and flocks sheltered beside it in 
“the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” 

One thing helped us; the atmosphere was so dry 
that the great heat made almost instant evaporation 
of perspiration. The skin of my hands felt actually 
cool to the touch and the sun-helmet with its ventila- 
tor by the same principle of evaporation kept the top 
of my head cold. Whirlwinds, little cyclones in fact, 
dragged their dusty tails up into the clouds. For- 
tunately we did not run through one of them. At last, 
at last, we went over a ridge and down into the oasis 
of Beersheba. We found a coffee-hquse and called 
for moya, moya, water, water. Was ever cool water 
more welcome; not a drop had we had since seven in 


‘the morning and it was nearly two o'clock now. 


An Archeologist’s Hardships 


We lunched, visited Bir Ibrahim and two or three 
other wells and then turned into the Hebron Beer- 
sheba road and in the cooler evening came on to camp, 
Tell- Beit Mirsim. But our troubles were not over; 
the sirocco had blown for two days and would con- 
tinue with increasing fury one day more. That night 
was a nightmare. The old Khawadjah slept, he al- 
ways does. But there were diversions, The east 
wind brought a swarm of sand flies from the desert. 
We slept with the tent open to keep down the heat, 
but those little red hot wires will go through heavy 
bedclothes in search of me.. They tattooed me like a 
sailor. Stinging with their bites, I waked about: half- 
way and searched in the dark for the ammdnia to 
assuage the itching. I found a bottle and adventur- 
ously smelled it to be sure it was ammonia. It was! 

I arose early. The hot wind was blowing so that 
when I washed my face in water that must have been 
about ninety degrees, it felt as*if I washed in ether, 
or a dash ‘of ice-water.. By wrapping a wet towel 
about a pitcher of water I soon had a cool drink. 
Breakfast was rather a lazy affair for me. In the 
terrific heat and irregular meals I had lost my appe- 
tite and was dizzy. But I struggled against the east 
wind up to the top of the Tell where our workmen 
were doing their best to keep the work going in the 
awful dust. Then I climbed down the east side of 
the mound and retreated to the “shade of a great rock” 
and let’ the men dig away in the dust. Their per- 
sistence is most admirable; these people do not expect 
a soft life,—and they are not disappointed. The 
dust cakes on my lips and my tongue cleaves to the 
roof of my mouth. Physically one feels like shutting 
up shop completely, to “crawl into a hole and puli the 
hole in after.’>. But morally we cannot entertain such 
a disposition.*::It is the life one must endure, if the 
work is done here which needs to be done. It is all 
for the sake of the Book which came out of this land. 

We are willing to endure it to do the work. If any 
will help “hold the ropes” figuratively as our Arabs 
did literally in one other sirocco, when it was not so 
hot, but blew harder, it will give good cheer to those 
who dig. 


P. S—At 8 A. M. the mercury stood at about 100 


degrees, by eleven it had mounted to 112, but an-hour - 


later it had fallen-to 104. _ It continued to sink slowly, 
but was still about 100 at 4 P. M. ? ; : 

Then with the Teacher at the wheel, I came up to 
ss for repairs, and: to ‘do some writing in the 
shade. 


May 1. 

That was a most pregnant apothem of one of-the 
thinkers of the world that, “The two great events. of 
modern times were the discovery of the New World, 
by Columbus, and the recovery of the Old World by 
the Renaissance.” The discovery was complete at 
once, though the world has not yet found out all that it 
means; the recovery only began at the revival of learn- 
ing and the Reformation; and as to the researches, 
they have yet not more than well begun. The renais- 
Sance in literature has succeeded somewhat; reforma- 





' depicted in the proph 


tion in religion is still in need of further reformation 
to get again everywhere that religion of our Lord 
as it was in the beginning; and research into the wis- 
dom of the ancients, after one hundred years, is gain- 
ing momentum every year. The reason for this dif- 
ference in completeness is that the renaissance in lit- 
erature had its origin in dry-as-dust Greek and Latin 
roots; reform in religion is always in need of re- 
newal because of the degeneration of its adherents; 
but the recovery which research into the ancient world 
gives is a never-ending romance. It is somewhat 
humiliating to find that the ancients not only’ knew 
many things which we know, but also much that we 
have ettirely lost, or perhaps better said, have never 
yet found out. 

This rather stilted introduction is just to say that 
the romance of digging up a period of civilization. is 
one of the thrilling romances of life. Here at Kir- 
jath-sepher, we are following in the footsteps of the 
people of the Book, and finding those footsteps ex- 
actly true to measurement. In the wilderness period 
of Israel’s history — forty years, two full generations 
—not only were the people given new laws from God, 
but two generations of people were trained up in those 
laws. In the same period the old men and women 
steeped in the social customs of a heathen Egypt, if 
not, indeed, in the religious ideas of the land and so 
made rather intractable to the new teaching, died off, 
disappeared absolutely, and thus Israel was made en- 
tirely new in religious outlook and spirit. 

Then in the same forty years the undisciplined hoard 
of serfs that came out of Egypt were organized and 
tutored and enspirited and made into freemen, ready 
for citizenship in a government of their own. So 
— brought in religion and brought in government, 

ut — , 

The -wilderness journey provided also a great dis- 
appearance. They lost something; a valuable some- 
thing went out of the life of the people. When they 
came out of Egypt, they were skilled workmen. The 
Bible tells of their brickmaking ability directly, and 
incidentally reveals their artistic skill in the achieve- 
ments of Bezaliel and his fellow craftsmen. Meremp- 
tah’s records tell us also of the employment of these 
Asiatic slaves in “industrial pursuits.” . Thus they 
had a training in the arts and crafts of the Egyptians, 
which is to say, an advancement in the arts and crafts 
never really surpassed. We, in a mechanical way, can 
do things faster and turn out a more. standardized 
product; they were real artists whose product had 
individuality. In the wilderness they lost all of this. 
They, indeed, built the Tabernacle and adorned it 
with all the artistic artifacts described in the account 
of that building. When this was done they had noth- 
ing more to do. For the remainder of the forty years 
no other such buildings were erected. Artistic wotk 
and opportunity ceased. ‘The boys did not learn and 
the men -.who knew all died. The people were—wan- 
dering shepherds living with, and largely from, their 
flocks, except those around the Tabernacle who were 
miraculously fed, for the manna fell only there. So all 


-the boys grew up without arts and crafts, or, at most, 


with the most meager knowledge of them. 


The Early City from Othniel to Rehoboam 


Does some one say, This is theory? Well, it is the- 
ory which has materialized before our eyes at Kirjath- 
sepher. We have examined a section of the second 
and last Israelite city, that which they built after 
Shishak destroyed the city in the days of Rehoboam 
and which was destroyed by Sennacherib in the days 
of Hezekiah. We have seen, and in these columns 
have described, the high state of civilization repre- 
sented here in the days of the kings of Judah: the 
engineering, the ceramics, the factory system, the gen- 
eral industrial development, including wool-dyeing 
hitherto, it is: thought, not practiced them at all, 
the standard weights, and all the high state of culture 
eteei.).0!> 

Then. having. seen. all..this, we have destroyed this 
fenced city. of Judah, ,broken down. the. house walls, 
cleared away the rubbish’and cast it down the-slope , 
of the Tell to the green fields below. We have torn 
up the cement floors of the houses and the paving of 
the chariot streets and .all the passageways, and so 
laid bare to view the earlier city of the time from 
Othniel to Rehoboam and the destroyer Shishak, the 
period of the Judges and the early kings, Saul and 
David and Solomon. 

The contrast between this first city of the Israelites 
just after the wilderness life, and the second city, the 
period of the kings of Judah after the five hundred 
years of progress, is immediate and startling. The 
second Israelite city, already described (Rehoboam- 
Hezekiah, 900-700 B. C.) was a thriving industrial 
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city with elaborate houses and great and skillful 
fortifications, altogether a wealthy city of great 
strength and much refinement and culture. Now 
that this second city has been cleared away and 
we have gotten down to the first Israelite city 
(Rehoboam-Othniel, goo-back to the Conquest) the 
system of streets is all gone. There were only 
irregular passageways; the houses are small and seem 
to be those of squatters who built anywhere that fancy 
suggested, and few even of such inhabitants. And 
especially a large part of the space is taken up with 
grain pits. The appearance is not that of a great 
military fortress, but of the center of an agricultural 
region, Casemates within the walls did not exist at 
all. Industry was but poorly developed. Only a few 
loom-weights are found in the houses, where in the 
second city were scores in a room. One dye-house 
indeed is found, showing the beginning at least of 
the wool-dyeing industry. This dye-house was after- 
ward, for a time, used in the second city at this lower 
level. Later it was covered over and paved and be- 
came a part of the plaza of the second city. 

Moreover, all this building for inferior purposes is 
itself inferior to the building seen in the second city. 
Most of the walls are but poorly laid and irregular in 
character. For a lifetime at least after the taking of 
the city by Othniel, it was but sparsely occupied, and 
there is fullest illustration of the loss of the arts and 
crafts in the wilderness path before us. 

Romance here includes not only humdrum ordinary 
history of civilization, but elements of tragedy, of 
pathos, and even of comedy. These numerous grain 
pits, storehouses for an agricultural communi.y placed 
within the fortifications for safety, are indeed pathetic 
in their tale of tragedy; in the bottom of nearly every 
one of them is a deep layer of ashes and grain char- 
coal, the pitiful record of the great burning, when 
Shishak destroyed the city and their accumulated har- 
vests went up in the smoke of battle. 

Then comedy has its place in this work of recover- 
ing the ancient world. Here is milady’s vanity case. 
If it is not gold, like the one found at Ur of the 
Chaldees, it is, indeed, handsome, carved, and decorated. 
{ is a little palette for the mixing of the cosmetics 
with which the flappers of Kirjath-sepher made up 
in the days of Samuel and his high moral teachings. 
Round about the rim of the circular palette are twelve 
little receptacles in which the stibium was kept for 
compounding the cosmetics in the little central mortar. 
What Israelite beauty once prized this_bauble of van- 
ity? And was it to her that belonged also this beau- 
tiful little Astarte figurine? Did she, like her modern 
sisters of the flapper fraternity, also secretly worship 
Astarte? The constant occurrence of these indubitable 
evidences of the Israelite proclivity toward idolatry 
gives point to the words of Judges and the prophets. 
And how vivid are the scathing words of Isaiah as we 
look on this bauble of some belle of Kirjath-sepher |! 
“In that day the Lord will take. away the bravery of 
their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their 
cauls, and their round tires like the moon, the chains, 
and the bracelets, and the mufflers, the bonnets, and 
the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and 
the tablets, and the earrings, the rings, and = nose 
jewels, the changeable suits of apparel, and the man- 
tles, and the wimples, and the crisping pins, the glasses, 
and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails” (Isa. 
3; 18-23). We have not gotten all these gewgaws of 
this particular maiden, but doubtless she had a good 
many of them. 

If we are appalled at the evidence of lapse into 
frivolity and idolatry which we have just seen, an- 
other romantic touch is given to the picture, a touch 
of a very different kind, in the finding of a little home 
altar. Home religion was very strictly enjoined in 
the Law. “And these words, which I command thee 
this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for 
a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon 
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates” (Deut. 6: 
6-9; Exod. 13:9). Yet it is. argued that this was 
not practiced and was practically extinct. Only at a 
central place, it is said, was worship, especially at the 
altar, permitted in. Israel, .In Patriarchal times, yes; 
in Israelite times, ho. But hére in the time of Samue 
and Saul is ‘this little silent .tpitness,-»which testifies 
-. effectively as the family altarsidoes: iit the home 
to ay. 2 of ver wh \ 

Altogether the time of -the first Israelite city: here, 
some four hundred: years after the Conquest, was.a 
time of great simplicity im culture, -with little advance- 
ment in material things or development of military 
strength, and some tendency to lapse into idolatry, 
which was in the very blood of Israel. It was that quiet 
and quiescent period during which the people were 
trying to occupy the land and bring it under com- 
plete control, to co-ordinate the tribes and consolidate 
the government. <A period when the great nations, 
Egypt on the south and Babylonia on the north and 
east, let this little land alone, and so there was no 
call for the development of great military strength. 
Most and best of all there was that quiet growth of 
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religious sentiment and home religion which burst 
forth with such seeming suddenness into the religious 
glory of the .days of David and Solomon. 

Last evening we returned to camp. The weather 
had become delightful once more, and overcoats, which 
a few days ago had seemed useless appendages of 
civilization, were in vogue again. The prospect was 
for a delightful night’s sleep. Alas! The sand flies 
that had come with the storm did not go away with 
it. Immediately that our candle was put out, these 
creatures of darkness began their devilish depredationis. 
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For two hours we struggled in vain to sleep until the 
forehead and the back of the neck presented an ap- 
pearance of smallpox with an itchiness never surpassed 
by that dread disease. We tried an experiment; re- 
membering that they did not begin their attack until 
our light went out, we lighted our candle again and, 
presto, not another sting did those little red hot wires 
give us. These, like other agents of malignity, could 
not bear the light. Most evils in this world disappear, 
if we let in the light. 
KIRJATH-SEPHER, 
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Gospel Mission,” said our enemies, “there on 

Provisional Government Street, for they will 
not be long in Belgium.” So spake our “Sanballats” 
and “Tobiahs” whe: we were first installed at 17 Rue 
du Gouvernement Provisoire. But seven years passed 
away and the house on “Provisional Government 
Street” was indeed abandoned, but only that we might 
move into our commodious headquarters at 7 Rue du 
Moniteur. At the dedication of that new building, 
now almost two years ago, a member of another 
Society arose spontaneously’ to avow that it was a 
shameful thing that had been said of us, and God had 
brought to nought the prophecy and had rewarded 
our fidelity to. his Word by moving us onto the 
“Street of the Teacher.” 

How much of interest and of charm is embodied 
in the nomenclature of Belgium’s streets. Perhaps 
it is a sad little back alley that bears the name of 
the “Street of the Cherry Trees” (Rue des Cerisiers) ; 
or it may be a veritable slum thoroughfare that is 
entitled to the “Street of the Singing Birds” (Rue des 
Oiseaux qui Chantent) ; or it may be an ordinary thor- 
oughfare of the Borinage; forever rendered memorable 
in its rechristening, “Rue des Déportés,” the “Street of 
the Deported,” for its cobblestones rang more than 
once those sad days of the war, with the tread of 
fathers and brothers and sons and husbands going 
away to work in Germany’s mines, many of them 
never again to return to their familiar countryside. 
Then there is the ancient “Rue Pairois” of Dour, 
upon which one of our preaching halls is situated. In 
a burst’ of sanguine enthusiasm after the Armistice, 
the City Fathers renamed it, “Rue de la Paix” (“Street 
of Peace”), but the peace proved to be illusory and 
preity well non-existent, so, in disgust, later on they 
restored the ancient name. 

Many of our preaching halls are situated on quaintly 
named streets; at Bruges, on -“Needle Street,” surely 
not so called because it resembles a needle’s straight- 
ness, for it is tiny and tortuous and lined with con- 
vents, with little shrines set on the outer walls that 
nod over the cobbled way; while every few minutes, 
from right and ieft, ring out chimes, shivering de- 
lectably down through the air, like crystal sprays 
from a fountain. 

How daring we feel when we visit our station of 
Marche in far-away Luxembourg, as we read the 
name of the street where our mission house is located; 
“Rempart des Jesuites” (“Rampart of the Jesuits”), 
and their buildings near by frown down upon us very 
menacingly. Our worker at this post, Mr. Barbezat, 
writes feelingly of the-sad superstitions in which these 
people in Luxembourg are plunged. The patron saint 
of the Ardennes is St. Hubert, as he is also the patron 
saint of the huntsmen._On his féte day; November 3, 
a special mass is celebrated in his honor, which is at- 
tended by the huntsmen and their dogs, at which time 
the “blessed bread” is distributed by the priests, not 
only to the men, but also to their dogs, which also 
form part of the procession. 

Then there is the festival of St. Cécile, the musi- 
cians’ saint, and a clerical paper described her. féte 
day as being an occasion of “bacchic feasting for the 
knights of ‘the trombone,':fiddle, clarionet, and the 
cornet ; ‘always ofd Bacchus*forms part of the” feast, 
and the ‘health’ of the Pope-and the King is drut 
in sparklitig “champagne!” Rs peladanestf Hae 
‘= St, Eloi is the saint of the blacksmiths. atid ‘all-who 
work in iron, and on this’ day all ‘such take a holiday. 
They dare not work that day for fear of vexing..their 
patron. The following day is the féte of St. Barbara, 
protectress of miners, gunners, and the like. How 
these people respond when the Gcspel is brought to 
them. “For,” continues Mr. Barbezat, “we were as- 
tonished when we visited the fairs m most of the big 
towns of the Province in November and December, 
that everywhere we were listened to with deep atten- 


OT ene is a suitable location for the Belgian 


tion. In several of these fairs we sang and preached 
for three hours to hundreds of ‘people, generally to 
men. SHPioiAcs 


“Our audiences kept charging “every. half hour, 
but in some places the audience listened to us for the 





_ 4 so-called trial for heresy in thgse dark, days. 


three hours while the market lasted, in spite of the 
cold. These souls thirsted for the truth,—we soon 
saw that when we -spoke to them personally. We 
also sold several hundred New Testaments.” Also, 
in Marche, progress is being made; this same worker 
tells us of one man convert who in order to have a 
good pocket Bible has given up using the street cars 
and has economized in other ways, to save the needed 
money. At the Christmas services, over one hundred 
new people dared to enter the hall. One who attended 
said afterward, “It was so lovely that I cried with joy.” 

Around the corner from our Brussels headquarters 
on the “Street of the Teacher,” lies “Teaching Street” 
(“Rue de L’Enseignement”) which small street, to- 
gether with our own, form two sides of an acute 
triangle, of which the important Rue Royale con- 
stitutes the base. La Rue Royale is an aristocratic 
thoroughfare, but our little Rue de L’Enseignement 
is a small street of second class shops. These we know 
from our éxperience running through many years, 
and we are equally well known of the shopkeepers. 
They recount to us their small tragedies and some 


- 


of their big ones, and one of these shops in particular. 


is the home of unforgettable tragedy. Of all the shops 
on this little street this is the most alluring, with its 
generous window display of fruits, assembled from 
many lands of the Occident and Orient. _How odd 


to American eyes would seem those small wooden’ 


boxes lined with cotton batting, in which repose 
peaches or strawberries or magnificent bunches of 
black and white Belgian grapes; but fruit is a thing 
of luxury in Belgium, and we soon learn, to think 
of it as such. How quickly in a land such as this, 
where there is such a disparity between the living 
conditions of rich and poor, do we come to reconsider 
our own manner of life, simplifying it and finding 
out how many things after all are unessential in view 
of the reduced standard of living of those among 
whom one works. But occasionally purchases were 
made in this fruit shop and I came to know the rather 
forbidding-looking woman who presided over the dis- 
play. I had occasion one day to remark her shortness 
of temper, when I dared to totich a piece of fruit, 
but poor thing, I understood better when I learned her 
story. She told it to me one day, shuddering yet at 
the horror it unfolded; she had been in Louvain at 
the time of the sacking and burning. It had been a 
terrible time, drunken soldiers all day long, all night 
long, pillaging, massacring, raping, burning, until Lou- 
vain lay in ruins, and her prosperous business had 
vanished and she herself fleeing, almost mad with fear 
and grief, was to carry to her latest moment that load 
of unforgettable horror. So I understood and forgave 
her uncertain temper. How I have longed to reach 
her with the Gospel, that woman of Louvain, but she 
will not listen. 

Of Louvain’s remoter past we like to think; of her 
martyr past, of the Reformation time of glorious mem- 
ory. Today Louvain is of all cities most idolatrous 
and superstitious, but she was not ever thus. Back 
in those glorious Reformation times, Louvain boasted 
many a Martyr for conscience sake. 
called Blaes and was much beloved of his fellow be- 
lievers. He was apprehended and brought before the 
judges of the Inquisition. His trial was a long-drawn- 
out affair and farcical to the last degree, as wes many 

t ast 


“he was condemned:to death, but bis brave judges dared 
“not-éxecute him: publicly, because .of the temper.of.the 


population, “who: were deeply incensed: by.. reason of 
thé ‘unjust decree. So this humble martyr. was led 
out of the prison walls very early of a wintry morn- 
ing and away to his place of execution. Blaes ex- 
claimed as he saw the huge pile of faggots made 
ready -for his burning, “Surely it requites~ not 
sO great a quantity of wood to consume my poor 
body, —give away some of this to the poor of Lou- 
vain, suffering from poverty and cold.” They led him 
first of all to a small hut where they prepared to 
strangle him before ' burning; this to mitigate the 
agony of his death.. But he refused this mitigation. 
“No,” he said, “my Lord suffered all agonies of body 
and mind for me. He spared himself at no point, nor, 
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by his grace, will: I:’ .So thus calmly and bravely 
went the hero Blaes to the stake. 

- There are many humble descendants of Blaes in 
Belgium today, who suffer gladly, willingly for their 
- faith... Not unto the death,—no, but if that exigency 
should-arise, we believe we know how they would face 
that: for the Lord they love. . ; 

, There-is a group of seven adults at one of our new- 
est Flemish posts, Poperinghe, who, at the Christmas 
season, after two months of special instruction, pub- 
licly confessed before th. congregation their faith in 
Christ and set their stgnatures publicly to the follow- 
ing declaration: 


“Whereas, I confess that Jesus Christ has died for my 
sins and I have by faith become his own, so I declare, 
with God’s help, my determination to flee from the world 
and her sinful pleasures and to confess God before men 
and to break with the Roman Church, her doctrines, 
adorations, and practices.” 


This public act will mean persecution and even family 
difficulties for some of these. 

At Ath is a young postman who has found Christ. 
He is persecuted by his brother-in-law. One day after 
the young postman had taken several days holiday 
to go evangelizing, upon his return, he was seized by 
the throat by his furious brother-in-law, beside him- 
self with rage. The grandmother, an ignorant old 
woman, with whom he makes his home, also brings 
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wpon him all sorts of misery. He has to hide his Bible 
lest she destroy it; yet he bears all with meekness and 
is not ashamed to give his testimony. 

At Miecret is a woman who, when’ remonstrated 
with by the priest for léaving the Roman Church, 
had the courage to answer thus, “I cannot promise 
to leave off going to the Gospel hall, for it: is there 
I was blessed, there that I was saved, there that 
I was-led to serve the Lord and where I received 
his joy in my heart. They do nothing there but preach 
the Gospel, and, if I stay away, I deprive my soul 
of good and I deny my Lord.” 

Here, too, lives an old woman who has found 
Christ. She is so very poor that she carries about 
a great sack in which to place bits of coal or wood she 
can pick up for fuel. Yet one day she called into 
her tiny hovel our worker, Mr. Van Goethem, to 
offer him out of the gratitude of her heart a sack of 


- small potatoes that she had been allowed to pick up 


from the fields after the larger ones had been gar- 
nered. Here, too, the young converts have left worldly 
amusement and the families gather at each other’s 
homes to sing and pray and read the Scriptures to- 
gether. 

Oh, does it not warm-our hearts to read of such 
working of the grace of God? To him, our adorable 
Lord,-ever and alone, be the glory. 


BrusseE_s, BELGIuM. 








A Girls’ Class and a 


Special meetings for recruiting new members . 











Missionary Society 
By A. E. McMaster 
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6 Banc is such a gap between the ages and inter- 

ests of the girls in our Young People’s classes in 
Sunday-school and that of the women in the Women’s 
Missionary Societies of the church. So often societies 
die out when the older women who have organized 
and carried on the work are gone. The girls grow 
up, take up church work of a social nature, enter 
into the grown-up life of the community, but are not 
drawn into the Missionary Society. They are needed, 
and they need it. How we sin against them, who 
know the work the Master gave us here and yet do 
not help them to see their responsibility. But it is 
hard for a young person to go into the meetings of 
the ‘older women and feel comfortable. : 

I shall never forget my own strange feelings the 
first few months I attended our Society meetings. 
And I had belonged to children’s Bands, had been 
in the Sunday-school Missionary Department, and 
was most intensely in earnest. I knew every woman 
in the Society and had been in their homes. But I 
could have cried for “homesickness” the first two 
meetings. The business session was so long and, to 
me, dull: I could not get any meaning out of the things 
they discussed. They were so interested in the maga- 
zine articles’ about the different fields ‘and workers. 
It seemed like hearing about old friends to them. I 
wondered why I could not stay at home and with my 
world map spend that time in prayer and enjoy it 
more. I just did not wonder that so few of the Sun- 
day-school teachers and church women were in the 
Society. Yet.today the same kind of meeting is in- 
tensely interesting to me; for I have orientated my- 
self to the fields and workers by years of reading 
about them. 

Still that great chasm is there to be bridged before 
young women come into the Society. The different 
guilds and leagues meet the need in larger churches; 
but not entirely even there. The young girls urged 
to join them are already so over-organized by Class 
and School and Scout and Endeavor work. They may 

“Wish to give, but they know how hard it is to be 
always asking money from their parents. So when I 
was asked to form my girls’ class into a Mission Guild, 
I refused. I could give them the same information 
at their regular class meetings. They already had 
their class fund for missions. They were sending 
gifts and writing to missionaries, as a class. It did 
not seem fair to high school girls to burden them more. 

Yet they did need to get acquainted with the Mis- 
sionary Society as a society. Then I remembered 
that‘two years before, in an endeavor to draw in new 
“merhbets,-we had given aseriés of tableaux at one of 
the Omi - “The ° crowd ‘thére, the , the re- 
“fréeshinentswére “often ‘referred’ to by the girls’ who 

had been “lucky” enough to have a part in the en- 

tertainment. ‘Recalling that, when it came my turn 

to lead at our August meeting, held in the evening, I 

asked my class to lead the meeting for me. They were 
thrilled. The topic was China. We secured a Chinese 
girl’s costume and a huge map of China. We went 
over our parts carefully, all except the series of ques- 
tions and answers. We were ready for a host. It 
was the smallest meeting in months because of the 
heat, and two of the girls were not permitted to 
come: but we had a happy time and so did the women. 
I cannot just recall all that we did, all the parts of 





the program. The teacher took the devotional serv: 
ice. The President of the Society had the usual busi- 
ness meeting. Then the topic of China was announced 
and a girl came in dressed in the Chinese costume, 
and, pointing to the map, told us a bit about the size 
of China and about the struggle between the differ- 
ent sections. We asked her questions (typed on slips 
of paper) and she answered, cleverly concealing her 
typed answers. One of the other girls read about 
General Feng, then not so much known. Another 
told about the hospital in China that was to receive 
our summer offering. After each part the girls called 
on different Society members for prayer. 

Our home topic was a review of the work and the 
needs of the Missionary Societies. Now the girls 
read questions and the Society members read the an- 
swers. The material had been taken from speeches 
by National Board members, but it was so simplified 
that the series gave the girls an account of the be- 
ginning and the scope of the Women’s Societies in 
their work. Gradually the questions became more 
personal. One girl read, “If your work is so im- 
portant, why are not more women from our church 
in your Society?” and later, “What will your Society 
do when you who belong now are too old to go on with 
the work?” How tenderly and pleadingly the Society 
President read her answer as to our expecting the 
girls to take our places; and how earnestly one of the 
Society members read her answer to the next ques- 
tion. She told how the girls could start now to note 
the Missionary Meetings, and train themselves to an 
— in them, and a readiness later to take up the 
work, j 

The closing number was a two-part hymn. The 
girls sang the question parts of “Art thou weary, art 
thou languid, art thou sore distressed? ... If I find 
Him, if I follow, what his guerdon here?” while 
one of the -Society women sang the answer part of 
the verses. = - 

Our hostess for the evening’s meeting served re- 
freshments and the girls had a chance to get ac- 
quainted with the women. No, I should have reversed 
that last statement. 

That meeting was spoken of. over and over again 
by the girls, and they were proud when I told them 
how often the women referred to it as a happy eve- 
ning, The girls began the next summer to ask when 
they were to lead. It was not until much later that 
my opportunity came. This time our topic was. Japan, 
and we as one of our ,country’s most earnest be- 
lievers in missions tO comeover and bring: her, suit- 
case of things gathered up while on a trip to Japan. 
She tells of that country. so. fascinatingly, and weaves 
in so skillfully an appeal for more consecration to 
God’s work, that one could hear her dozens of -times 
without tiring. We would have kept her until mid- 
night I think, but she had to make a trolley. To give 
her more time for speaking, we asked her permission 
to serve refreshments while she was still talking. Of 
course it would not have been a real success to the 


girls without refreshments. They brought every dish . 


and utensil with them, so that the hostess of the eve- 
ning might not be put to extra work—and she made 
us feel so welcome and at home in her kitchen. We 
had tea (in honor of Japan) and little cakes and brick 
ice cream. Once more the girls declared it was one 
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of the most worthwhile cveninzs of ‘their lives; and 
the women said it had becn a joy. 

The teacher did hope, and even dared to ‘suggest 
that the Society invite the class again some night as 
their guests to see whether they could have as inter- 
esting a meeting. But it is not just easy to insist on 
having your own class entertained, and some months 
have gone by since. Will the bridge be made stronger? 

DELAWARE WarTER Gap, Pa, 


Me 


Dr. Cadman’s Teachings 
(Concluded from page 442) 


death may .not have been absolutely what the Father 
willed.” Dr. Cadman thus sets aside the word con- 
cerning “the book of life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 

He sets aside the word of God to the serpent in 
the Garden of Eden as God’s fudgment upon sin was 
pronounced and the protevangelium was announced, 
concerning the seed of the serpent and the seed of the 
woman: “It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 

He sets aside Peter’s inspired word to the Jews who 
had crucified Christ: “Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain: whom God hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death: because it was not possible that he 
should be holden of it” (Acts 2:23, 24). 

He sets aside David’s inspired prophecy, a thousand 
years before Christ came, of His death and resurrec- 
tion: “For thou wilt not leave my soul_in hell; neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption” 
(Psa. 16: 10). 

He sets aside the preincarnate purpose of Christ 
to die as man’s Substitute and Saviour, revealed 
through Paul in the words: “Who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2: 6-8). 

He sets aside that great scene picturing the plan and 
the purpose of the Godhead for the redemption of 
men, as the Son says to.the Father: “Lo, I come (in 
the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy 
will, O God. ... By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. . . . But this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 
of God; ... whereof the Holy Ghost also is a wit- 
ness to us” (Heb. 10: 7, 10, 12, 15). 


Dr. Cadman’s words show that he holds and teaches 
the extreme positions of Modernism. And Modern- 
ism, as Dr. J. Gresham Machen and others have 
pointed out, is not a restatement of Scriptural truth 
and the Gospel, but it is a rejection of the Scriptures, 
the Gospel, and evangelical Christianity at their most 
vital points. 














The Victorious Life 
7m { 


"Conferences This Summer 


H AVE you thought of making it possfble for some 
A one to attend a Viotorious Life Conference this 
summer at America’s Keswick who might not other- 
wise be able to go? Great blessing has come to lives 
in this way. The Treasurer of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Mr. B. F. Culp (address below), is glad 
to receive gifts designated for this purpose, and the 
Council uses such gifts prayerfully, seeking the Lord’s 
will as to whom to send. 

Conferences will be held at the Conference Grounds 
at Keswick Grove, N. J., as follows: 


Ate: 490 WR eo ciscce th a Victorious Life Conference 
Art: 16 (BO ke cofe nds se ¥ " ¢ 


Aug. 31 to Sept. 3 ....Labor Day Week-End Conference 


The speakers include ?:: Canon 'F. E. Howitt, Robert 
»C, MeQuilkin, Harold S. Laird, L. L. Legters, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, Addison C. Raws, 
Charles A:. Blatchley, Jotin W. Lane, Jr., Charles G. 
Trumbull, Miss Alma Doering, Miss Helen R. Yost, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Austin Paul, and Mr. and Mrs.’ Van 
V. Eddings. ° 

The purpose of the conferences is to show hungry- . 
hearted Christians the offer in God’s Word of a life 
of sustained fellowship with God, victory over sin, 
and power in service, through Christ as Saviour, Lord, 
and Life; and God’s call to all, as missionary Chris- 
tians, to share this with others to the uttermost part 
of the earth. 

For information, and in making all registrations, 
please address Victorious Life Testimony, Rooms 80- 
83, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 































































Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, ard other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 
Dear Mother Ruth: I am so discouraged and wonder if 
. you could help me? When I was a girl I went to an 
altar of prayer, felt my burdens roll away, and was 
blessed. I joined church and was baptized and took on 
the responsibilities of a Christian, such as church attend- 
ance, Sunday-school work, support of church, and mission- 
ary work, and was very happy. This was a little country 
church and after a few years we moved to the city. I 
began going to church there and transferred my member- 
ship, but it is so different from our little country church. 
Of course, there are so many more educated people in 
the city to carry on the work of the Sunday-school. I 
did not immediately find a place to go to work. I have 
gone along trying to do my duty as a Christian but won- 
der sometimes if 1 am making a failure of it all—I feel 
so dissatisfied and am so discouraged. I was always taught 
that one cannot partake of worldly things and be a 
Christian, and I firmly believe it. Here we see church 
members go to shows and dances, and play cards. Even 
Sunday-school workers go to Sunday shows. Choir mem- 
bers sing in the choir in revivals one night and go to a 
card party the next night. Some even lead in prayer in 
church and then go to the movies. (1) Can it be that 
these things are sin to me and are not to others? or (2) am 
I too narrow in my view about what. a-person ‘can -do 
and yet be a Christian? The ones that do these things 
seem to be able to do more work in the church than I: 
can do. I have prayed to God to show me the right regard- 
‘eds of what others do, but these things trouble me;. I 
hardly know where I am in my Christian experience. 

I am not making any advancement in my _ business 
position, just merely holding a job. I am faithful to my 
work, always get to work on time, and do all that is 
required of me. 
no Christian profession, who have no interest in the church, 
giving nothing to the advancement: of God’s work, yet 
who are promoted to better places although they get to 
work late and spend much time in giddy talk. I am 
thinking of changing work but the thought of it makes 
me heartsick and I just feel I will not be successful even 
if it is legitimate work as is my: work now, but if it offers 
no decided opportunity for Christian service. (3) I wonder 
if God has a hand in these things? I am. trusting his 
guidance. Should I go on in the same old rut patiently 
and believing that reward for faithful service will eventu- 
ally come? It seems I cannot get a definite answer to 
prayer. Does God hold his people off from definitely know- 
ing his will concerning their lives and let them suffer 
disappointments and- discouragements? --Forgive me for 
this long letter but I do so need advice and encourage- 
ment. I try to keep my discouragements to myself, trust- 
ing God, for he alone can help.—ONE SEEKING HELP. 


ep FRIEND: How plain it all is to me. God 
gave you that wonderful training in your youth, 
and he brooded over you by his Holy Spirit; and 
the seed sown in your life was all for a purpose, 
not to weaken you and allow you merely to live a 
life of joy and pleasure, but to fit you to come out 
in the busy world, and in that church, tg represent 
him, and to show that you could and can be happy 
in its rush and whirl because you have Jesus. Satan 
has used his strongest weapon with you when he 
used discouragement. He has sharpened it when he 
added disappointment, and he would make you believe 
you are in a rut and that everything is on the tobog- 
gan slide of failure. 

Now, my dear, just you begin to rejoice that God 
has seen fit to call you to a place where he considers 
you worthy to represent him in the busy mart of 
life, that he trusts you to show forth his power to 
the world, that it has no allurements that can draw 
you or satisfy you. Only Jesus can give to you 
the blessedness that makes life worth while. Are 
you smiling at and in your work? Does his light 
shine through all that youdo? Or, has Satan made 
you linger in the slough of despondency? Yours is 
a wonderful opportunity to “stand up for Jesus,” 
as we sing. You are not; going)» to be unhappy - be- 
cause you cannot linger always in the place of prep- 
aration, are you? If dissatisfied with your position, 
be assured that ¢omes from Satan, and trust your 
heavenly Father to change your position, if he wants 
it to be changed. not choose your path, but 
allow the all-wise Father to direct your path, and 
glorify him right where you arc! Oh, don’t choose, 
even in desire, an easy path. Now, while you are 
young, respond to this call from God to show the 
worldly minded that: you have a Friend who is worth 
more to you than all the world. Prove that in the 
midst of not having your own way, you are “happy 
in Jesus.” Be glad with an exceeding gladness that 
he has given you a place in life which does not cater 
to the flesh, and that it takes the higher wisdom to 
make you what God wants you to be 

“No decided opportunity for Christian service,” do 
you say? What is Chri&Stian service, but to do his 


I observe other working girls who make ~ 


~us. , 
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will in his way? Who shall make you believe that 
the treadmill of life is not Christian service? How 
can the world see the faithfulness of God’s children, 
unless it is through seeigg them do the unattractive 
work in a different way les the worldling? Surely 
it may seem to be unappreciated, but my dear girl, you 
are not working for man simply, you are working 
for the Master, and doing all that you do for his 
approval. Serving God is not only goirig to church 
and singing Psalms and hymns and praying, but in 
doing “with thy might” what “thy hand findeth to 
do,” and letting God care for the results. Oh, to 
be faithful over “afew things,” if that be his choice, 
and then the day will arrive when he can change 
the plan, and make “you ruler over many things.” 
Read that 25th chapter of Matthew, beginning at 
the 14th verse. Now, my dear, let the King of Glory 
have the right of way in your life; and with much 
thanksgiving that God ever gave you the blessedness 
of knowing that charming ‘life in those other days, 
and that you can bask in the memory of it all now, 
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yet let it be an inspiration to hold you to the purity, 
strength, and beauty of the Christian wherever you 
may be. “Pass it on,” because it was not given for 
you alone, but that it might fortify you for the 
work you have to do, of God's choosing. 

“Does God hold his people off from definitely 
knowing his will?” Very few of us know what we 
are to do beyond the moment right before us. It’s 
the “steps of the good man” that are “ordered of 
the Lord.” Uncertainty keeps us “still in those 
mighty arms, that will not let us go.” Do not fear, 
my dear child, but trust a ‘Saviour that will lead you 
through safely and. make no mistake in your life, if 
you will but lean hard on him, and take him at his 
word. He loves you and will care for you, if you 
will “be content with such things as ye have: for 
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 
Answer prayer? Listen to the next verse, “So that 
we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I 
will net fear what man shall do unto me” (Heb. 
13:5, 














Pioneering in Manchuria 


A letter from Mrs. Jonathan Goforth 








Delayed freight, an open Russian droshky in a severe storm, a cold, mud-roofed house, and a brick bed with 
little bedding are some of the hardships that Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Goforth have had to face in a new pioneer 
work, Mrs. Goforth tells of these and also of great blessing in the following letter to the Editor. 


Taonan, MancHuuriA, CHINA. 
April 6, 1928. 

MORE than ten months have passed since I wrote 

you. last. The-Lord Jhas ‘wonderfully opened 
our way and given his seal to the ministry carried 
on in his name. As I wrote you before, Dr. Goforth 
has from the first faithfully adhered to the determina- 
tion to bend all energy and strength and men and 
money to the one work of proclaiming Christ to 
those who have not had a chance to hear of him. 

I need not go over ‘again the steps which led to 
our coming to this marvelous field of opportunity 
except to say that the longer we are here the more 
plain it is to us that we were divinely led to this 
field. In all our forty years of experience as mis- 
sionaries in this land we have never seen such open- 
ness to the Gospel message, nor have we: anywhere 
received such universal courtesy on the part of the 
Chinese. 

During the ten months spent in Szepingkai the 
preaching hall over which we lived was open all day 
and every day, with an audience always listening to 
the Gospel. It would be impossible to estimate how 
many must have heard the Gospel there for the first 
time, but they. must have run. into many thousands. 
While we do not want to overestimate the value of 
holding up the hand in meeting, as.a_ sign of believing, 
and afterward giving in the name and address, yet 
this undoubtedly has a significance. Some eighteen 
hundred, men chiefly, thus signified their belief in 
the message preached, up to the time we handed the 
work over to others to carry on while we came on to 
open up this new work. c ° 

Before speaking of this place I want to tell you of 
the way our bountiful and faithful Lord has supplied 
our need for workers, During the first few months 
after coming to Manchuria we as a little band of five 
missionaries kept praying for new missionaries from 
the homeland. After many months during which no 
help came in sight vrz began to realize perhaps God 
had other plans for us. We then begah daily to pray 
for Chinese workers to be raised up and also funds 
for their support. It would take too long to tell in 
detail, interesting and inspiring though it. would be; 
how the Lord answered our cry for hefp, but now we 
have seventeen fine men and women giving all their 
time to proclaiming the' Gospel.. And to his praise 
we would record that just as the workers were in 
sight so money for their support came, and came from 
such far distant and different sources we could not but 
realize our prayer-answering God was working with 
Mary Slessor truly said: “Money! What ‘is 
thoney to God? It-lies all‘around us and he can turn 
it on to our path as easily as a shower of ‘rain.” 

If Dr. ‘Goforth is anything he is a pioneer. His 
whole soul reaches out td the regions most needy — 
where the multitudes are living and dying “without 
God and without hope. So it is we left Szepingkai 
and the work there in the hands of others while we 
pressed on to the “Regions Beyond.” Not that the 
need there is not great; but that the need here is 
greater. We traveled by train about two hundred and 
twenty miles northwest to this city of Taonan just 
one month ago. 

Taonan is a city of from eighty to one hundred 
thousand, and is a most strategic center, as it is to 
be the capital of the-new Province now being formed. 
No missionary has ever lived here, and no missionary 
woman has ever been in this whole region. 


~ here. 


You-know pioneering along any line is not usually 
accompanied with all the comforts of life. You may 
be interested to hear of our first day’s experiences 
We sent a man ahead several days to have 
stoves up in the Chinese place we had rented. Our 
freight also had been-sent ahead, so that we expected 
everything to be quite comfortable on our arrival. 
The train journey was all we could wish for, but: for 
one thing —the car was kept at almost boiling point. 
We opened a window, much to the disgust of: the 
Chinese, and removed all possible ‘clothing, but in 
spite of this we were streaming with perspiration the 
whole way. On reaching the Taonan station we were 
welcomed by a fierce storm blowing off the Mongolian 
plains, a bitterly cold wind blowing. The only means 
of travel over the mile or two to the mission was by 
open Russian droshky. All the way I kept crying 
to the Lord to keep us from serious chill, for I was 
just recovering from pneumonia. 

On reaching the mission gate the man whom we had 
sent ahead was standing there, and a look of amaze- 
ment came as he saw us. The first words were, “I 
have nothing ready. I thought you were coming 
tomorrow.” Thus we went into the little mud-roofed, 
brick-floored house which had been closed all winter 
and was like an ice house. No one let “grass grow 
under his feet,” I assure you, and by dark, stoves 
were up and fires lit.. But our freight had not arrived, 
and we had absolutely nothing to put into the house. 
Our neighbor lent one table and three stools. For- 
tunately I had brought extra lunch and we managed 
to get some supper. But as we had only a little bed- 
ding we found difficulty in getting’ some things scraped 
together to make a bed on the brick platform bed. 
We had a pretty sleepless night, and the following 
day sent up the street for some dried grass which 
we put under us, and that night we.slept better. The 
next day our freight came and our chief troubles 
were at an end. But many times since I have praised 
God for. keeping us from serious harm, 

But after all, these are mere details of little im- 
portance. What of the outlook for the taking of this 
place for.our King? The reception given the mes- 
sage at Szepingkai was wonderful from the first, but 
Dr. Goforth thinks this place is even more responsive. 
A fine place was secured in the heart of the city on 
a busy street where the preaching goes on all day. 
Two evangelists live over there, and Dr. Goforth and 
another evangelist go over morning and afternoon. 
Although this preaching hall has been open only about 
two weeks, over four hundred have given in their 
names as believing. The great problem with us is. how 
to follow up and lead on those who make’ this first 
step.’ An inquirers’ class is held each day in 4 separate 
room. This our young colleague, Mr.’ Reoch, takes. ° 

Miss Young, who has been lent to’ us by, the ‘Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance, is doing’ splendid work 
in going each morning with the two Bible women 
into the homes preaching to the women, and in the 
afternoons receiving ard teaching women who come. 

I find it hard to express the gratitude one feels as 
we think of the goodness of God in sparing us so long, 
and how, in our old age now, we are still given the 
grace and strength to carry on. One evening soon 
after coming here As Dr. Goforth sat back in what 
was a very rickety, old, but easy chair, he looked the 
picture of perfect content. He exclaimed, “Oh! Is 
it not just grand to be doing such a work? I would 
not change this place for a Windsor Castle!” 


‘ 








-ALbessen: for August 42 
ets 15 : 1<35; Galatians 5 : 1-15 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














LESSON 7. AUGUST 12. THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM 


International Uniform Lesson.— Acts 15: 1-35; Gal. 5: 1-15 
Golden Text.— If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.—John 8: 36 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
6 ONSCIENCE may.__not always see aright, 
but to transgress ‘conscience is always wrong. 
—Bishop Handley Moule. 
The Historical Setting 
There is a difficulty about the chronology of this 


lesson. It arises from a comparison of the circum- . 


stances detailed in Acts 15 with those referred to in 
Galatians 2. Some commentators identify Paul’s visit 
to Jerusalem on this occasion with the one in Galatians 
2. Conybeare and Howson are prominent on this side 
of the dispute. Others identify the visit in Galatians 
2 with that in Acts 12. Ramsay is strong for this 
view. The teacher should by all means consult Chap- 
ter 7 of this “St. Paul, the Traveler and the Roman 
Citizen” for a full discussion of the matter. It is 
practically “impossible to reach finality with our pres- 
ent knowledge. But I own to preferring Ramsay’s 
theory. 

Verse by Verse 


Verse 1.—Except ye be circumcised. The question 
was, Could a man become a Christian without ‘first 


becoming a Jew? Paul all through his ministry urged ~ 


the great lesson~that the Gentiles should be fellow 
heirs, and of the same bedy (Eph. .3:6).. The .mid- 
dle wall of partition (Eph. 2:14) had been broken 
down in Christ. It was hard for Jewish Christians 
to acquiesce in this. For it meant the giving up of 
all those distinctive marks by which they had been 
kept as a separate people among the Gentiles. More- 
over, the setting aside of the law naturally awakened 
ugly memories of the days of persecution two ,centuries 
earlier. Then it had been a chief concern of the perse- 
cuting king, Antiochus Epiphanes, to force the Jews 
to obliterate all tokens of the observance of the law. 
And it was against this very thing that the heroic 
Maccabees had struggled. We can easily see, there- 
fore, how Paul would come to be regarded as a dan- 
gereus person. “9 ie 

What his opponents failed to realize was that. now 
they had entered upon a quite different state of affairs. 
Christ had come and fulfilled the law as to its typical 
signification in his. own person and experience. A 
new dispensation had beeh inaugurated. And in the 
providence of God within a few years even the out- 
ward forms of the law would have passed away and 
Jerusalem be destroyed. 

Paul was fighting ‘for the freedom of the Gospel. 
From .the ecclesiastic#l point of view, the question 
was whether the Church was to become merely a fresh 
Jewish sect, or whether it was indeed some entirely 
new thing which God had made. The Epistle to the 
Ephesians should be read carefully with this thought 
in view if we would note the answer of the Holy 
Spirit. ; 

But even more important was the personal ques- 
tion. How can a man be saved? Is it all the work 
of God in Christ? Or must the man himself submit 
‘to something, do something for himself? 

If we keep this parallel in mind it will invest Paul’s 
lifelong controversy with new meaning and interest. 
. Satan’s methods of ‘attack vary but little through the 
-centuries. And the weapons of the Apostolic Church 
‘are just as useful today. 

We' must be careful to remember that these Juda- 
izers were not necessarily bad men. Influences that 
‘threatened to carry away men like Peter and Barna- 
bas would not have been such as were exerted by evil 
men or nominaj Christians. Most of them were prob- 
‘ably good men and sincere, but ignoring all the mean- 
‘ing and message of the Old Testament which they so 
: professed to love. _, . 

For older pupils we Shall, in. many ‘cases at least, 
‘do well to take 
: in the present day on the one hand to contend earnestly 


‘for the faith once for all delivered (Jude 3). And | 


‘yet to speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15). And it 
may be necessary to remind them and ourselves of the 
warning that’ knowledge, good as that is, may in itself 
result only in puffing up a man, while love builds up 
(1 Cor. 8:1). 

Verse 2.—Dissension. A very strong word (cf. 19: 
140). Certain others. If this was the journey. re- 
‘ferred to in Galatians 2, then Titus was one of these. 

The brethren appointed. Clearly the mind of the 
‘Church in Antioch was rather. on the side of Paul 
‘than to the Judaizers. To Jerusalem. Note the 
‘importance of this resolution. It involved the recog- 

nition that Jerusalem was the administrative . center 


Devotional Reading: Psa. 133. 
Primary Topic : *s Children Refuse to Quarrel. 
Lesson Material; Acts 15: 1-35; Gal. 5: 1-15. 
“Memory Verse : By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.— John x3 : 35. 
Junior Topic : Christians C iting Together. 
Lesson Material: Acts 15: 1-35; Gal. 5: 1-15. 
Memory Verse x John 13; 35. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Paul Opposes Religious 
Prejudices. 
tor, = Young People and Adults: Paul Stands for Christian 
rty. 








+ the opportunity to point, out the need 








The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 1§ : 1-11 


And certair men came down from Judea and taught the 
brethren, saying, Except ye be circumcised after the custom 
of M .ye t be saved. 2 And when Paul and Barna- 
bas had no small dissension and questioning with them, 
the brethren appointed that Paul and Barnabas, and certain 
other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles 
and elders about this question. 3 They therefore, being 
brought on their way by the church, passed through both 
Pheenicia and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gen- 
tiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 4 
And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received 
of the church and the apostles and the elders, and they 
rehearsed all things that God had done with them. 5 But 
there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees who 
believed, saying, It is needful to circumcise them, and to 
charge them to keep-the-law of Moses. - 

6 And the apostles and the elders.were gathered together 





‘to consider of this matter: 7 And when ‘there had been 


‘Brethren, ye ‘know that ‘:a- good while ago God made 


- choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should 
- hear the word of the 2 gospel, and believe. 8 And God, who 


knoweth the heart, bare them witness, giving them the 
Holy Spirit, even as he did unto us; 9 and he made no dis- 
tinction between us and ‘them, cleansing their hearts by 
faith. 10 Now therefore why make ye trial of God, that ye 


should put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which. 


neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 But we 
believe that we shall be saved through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus, in like manner as they. 

1Gr., frora early days. #Or, good tidings. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the. American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








of the church. This is important also for estimating 
Paul’s views on the subject of- church organization. 
With the vision of a statesman and organizer he saw 
that the church as a unified and organized body must 
have an administrative center. 

Verse 3.—Declaring the conversion of the Gentiles. 
No doubt Paul all the time emphasized the fact that 
such conversions had taken place aitogether without 
reference to the observance of the law and in partic- 
ular to the observance of the rite of circumcision. 


Verse 4.—They were received of the church. There 
was first of°all a public reception. At this meeting 





Peter’s Plea 
Q By, Amos R. Wells 


ETER, ‘bold before them all, thus he spake 
befriending Paul: ‘‘Brothers; verily ye know 
that which happened long ago, how the Lord made 
choice of me for his grace and liberty, by my mouth 
proclaimed the word that believing Gentiles heard. 
Well ye know the tokens clear to the eye and to the 
ear, that great sheet in heaven seen filled with crea- 
tures clean, unclean; and the word with that strange 
meat: ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” Well ye know 
my protest rude, at that common, unclean food, and 
the answer stern,and keen, ‘What I cleanse call not 
unclean.” Ye remember how. I went by the Holy 
Spirit sent, and, as never once :before, entered I a 
Gentile door. Then, when I had done my part, God, 
who knows the*human heart, bare them witness 
plenteous: gave the Spirit, as to us. No distinction 
made he then *twixt the Jew and heathen men, for 
their faith, with wondrous power, cleansed’ their 
hearts in that glad hour. Now what heartless words 
ye spoke, bending us beneath the yoke, forcing us 
the yoke to wear which our fathers could not bear! 
Now the glorious truth receive: as we honestly be- 
lieve, we and they, in God’s grace one, shall be 
saved by God’s dear Son.’’ Peter, bold before them 
all, thus he spalee befriending Paul ; thus he made 
all nations kin, and the Gentiles entered in. 

















Paul and Barnabas related God’s dealings with them. 
For this was a most important factor in arriving at 
a decision. A protest was immediately entered on 
the part of some of the Pharisees who had become 
Christians. They did not necessarily doubt the reality 
of these conversions, nor did they even disparage the 
work of Paul and Barnabas, at any rate not directly. 
What they said in effect was that such uncircumcised 
Christians are not to be admitted into the full priv- 
ileges of believers. These they can only have through 
becoming observers of the law. . 


Verse 6.—The apostles and the elders were gathered 
together. Such a subject could not well be debated 
in a general gathering. Note that the apostles did 
not settle this matter by themselves. 


Verse 7.—Peter. This is the last mention of him 
in- Acts. Observe the way in which Peter un- 
derstood the Lord’s promise made to him in Mat- 
thew 16:19, and contrast Peter’s quiet, patient argu- 
ment of the whole matter before his brethren with’ the 
arrogance with which the Popes, who claim to sit in 
Peter’s seat, issue their decrees. 4 good while ago 
— about fifteen years. Peter shows that the question 
had in fact been settled by. divine intervention long 
since. Paul’s action was nothing novel. In the mouth 
- a witnesses the purpose of God had been estab- 
ished. 


Verse '8.—Giving them the Holy Spirit. . The Holy 
Spirit fell. upon Cornelius and his friends .without 
their having. to wait for the -fulfillment.of any condi- 
tions. God had promised. They believed. God gave. 
They took. That is faith in its practical simplicity. 


Verse 9.—Cleansing their hearts by faith. It is 
the incoming of the Spirit of God which cleanses a 
man’s heart. But the Holy Spirit is received through 
faith as we have just seen. Therefore on the human 
0 ig may say that God cleanses the heart through 
aith. ‘ 


_ Verse 11.—We shall be saved. Not through circum- 
cision but through grace. 


A Lesson Outline 


The brethren’s 
(1) Conscience 
(2) Controversy 
(3) Consideration 


Golden Topics 


1. Note the grounds on which this important de- 
cision rested: Paul’s experience of what God had 
actually done; Peter’s corroboration by the recollec- 
tion of the past workings of God. Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, and today, and forever. There is 
nothing new under the sun, certainly not in God’s 
dealings with men. James applies the test of the 
Seriptures. And these three agree in one. 

It was fitting, in view of the importance of the 
question, that the answer to it should be given in most 
unequivocal terms. And yet, because the Holy Ghost 
would give the Church a model for its guidance all 
through the dispensation, the answer here comes, not 
by directly supernatural revelation, but by such means 
as we can rightly use if we will today. 

2. Note the beautiful examples of loving considera- 
tion and humility in this lesson: The church at - 
Antioch ‘ready to submit its practices to the decision 
of the church at Jerusalem; the apostles calling the 
leaders in it to consultation with themselves (cf. 1 
Pét.523). 

3. Mark the earnestness concerning this dispute 
which was shown by everybody throughout. For these 
Christians. truth was not a matter of opinion or in- 
clination. God ‘had a.will in the matter, and it was 
for them to find out what: that will was. 


4. Conscience needs educating. 
The Practical Aim 
To teach the pupils:that' while ‘disputes’ may be 
unavoidable in the present ‘condition of our knowledge, 


yet they should always be conducted in the spirit of 
Christian love. 


Final Word 


Come, gracious Spirit; heavenly Dove, 
With light and comfort from above; 
Be Thou our guardian, Thou our guide, 
O’er every thought and step preside. 


. 


The light of truth to us display, 
And make us know and choose Thy way; 
Plant holy fear in every heart, 
That we from Thee may ne’er depart. , 
—Simon Browne, 1720. 
Tunsripce WELLS, Enc. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HY was the question at the Jerusalem Council so 
important ? 

2. What kept the discussion from being a mere majority 
vote of opinion? 

3. Why was Peter’s testimony of great importance? 

4. To what occasion do you think Peter was referring 
in his statement 

5. Did Peter ever waver from this testimony? 

6. In what particular did Paul’s testimony to the 
church in Antioch (after his first missionary tour) agree 
with Peter’s at the Council in Jerusalem? 

7. To what form of fornication were the early Chris- 
tians specially tempted ? 

8. What James was this who was the head of the 
mother church in Jerusalem ? 

9. What fact observed by Peter, in his speech in that 
Council, had been ¢onfirmed by Paul’s experience on his 
first missionary journey ? 

10. How many visits of Paul to Jerusalem after his 
conversion can you trace 

11. What makes differences of opinion? 

12. Do differences in opinion among friends, in fam- 
— councils, or organizations make a wholesome situa- 
tion 

13. What is the first best thing to do when differences 
of opinion arise that disturb the peace? 

14. In what does this lesson furnish admirable points 
in the process of harmonizing differences? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy, Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Only Way:—And certain men came down... 
saying, Except ye be circumcised . . . ye cannot be 
saved (v. 1). The “certain men’* did not all pass 
away in that first century. We still have them with 
us. Salvation does not depend upon doing or not 
doing anything, in a material way. Salvation does 
not depend upoh going to church regularly, and 
its ordinances. It does not depend upon the one 
you marry. Many is the man I know who has 
a sort of notion he is going “to get to Heaven 
upon his wife’s religion,” as the saying is. It 
was not necessary to beéome a Jew in order to: be- 
come a Christian. Nor is it necessary to be bap- 
tized and join church ‘to be‘ saved: ‘We are only 
saved in one way. “As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness.” As the thief on the cross 
was saved (John 3:14-16). “Certdin men” have 
always been trouble makers in the Christian church. 
They take different methods in different ages. A 
lot of them put a blanket over the church and we 
had the “Dark Ages.” <A lot of them are at it again, 
and if they succeed the world will have another spell 
of “Dark Ages” with the deserted churches and the 
unspeakable morals,— when convents were the only 
safe places for women. Some years ago a cigar 
factory was started in Coatesville. Young men and 
women were brought to town from Lancaster and 
other cigar counties. Among them was a young fel- 
low named Neuhauser. He joined the Iron Rose Bible 
Class. Later he went into “galloping consumption.” I 
visited him almost daily and prayed with him, but could 
not get him to accept Christ. He had been a pretty wild 
boy, and we had in town another wild boy, but saved 
now, whom we called “Cotton” Irvin. “Cotton” had 
Neuhauser ready to accept Christ when a “certain man” 
who was a minister of -the little sect Neuhauser’s 
folks belonged to came down and said, “Except ye 
be baptized ye cannot: be saved.” To “Certain Man,” 
baptism meant immersion, and that was out of the 
question for the dying man. We pcinted him to the 
th’ef on the cross and:the poor boy passed into Para- 
dise with a smile on: his face sand joy. in his heart. 

At the Grand Canyon.—He made no, distinction be- 
tween us and them, ‘cleansing ‘thei* hearts by faith 
(v. 9). I have just been‘ viewing the Grand Canyon 
of the Arizona on this my first long vacation. While 
waiting for “Next” I have’ taken up my “knitting.” 
This is what I call writing for this weekly “Corner,” 
and this is one of the few lessons not written to the 
music of the rails. You realize the majesty of God 
in his world when you look upon a display of his 
power such as this Grand Canyon. While this great 
quarry in the earth’s surface is not so interesting or so 
colorful or so lively as is‘ the Yellowstone, both are 
truly great American spectacles. The one here is awe- 
inspiring, and the Yellowstone yonder is fear-inspir- 
ing. The flying hot water in the Yellowstone confirms 
you in the belief that hell may indeed be a place and 
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not a condition, after all. They showed us here in the 
Canyon an immense perfect figure 7. I told them 
this was the number’ of completeness— which of 
course has little to do with our text up there. Except 
that Paul and the Corner are giving an account of 
their travels far afield. Paul is telling us of the saving 
work of God in the hearts of the Asia Miner Gentiles, 
and I am telling of the handiwork of God in the heart 
of the Arizona landscape. And whether it was yon- 
der in Montana with the Yellowstone charm or 
down here in Arizona with the Canyon grandeur or 
in the hearts and lives of Asiatic and other men, God 
is (always doing the splendid and monumental thing. 
Thic js the whole point of this paragraph. 

Doing What You Want to Do.—A yoke ... which 
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear (v. 10). 
Paul knew all about that yoke. Jesus used the oxen 
metaphor. when the voice from Heaven cried,. “It 
is hard for thee to kick” (Acts 9:5). They drove 
oxen in that day from the rear with a sharp stick 
and. not “Whoa-haw-gee-yea” from the side lines. 
One of the things I try hardest to do in handling men 
in my Bible classes.is to get into their heads that 
when they give their hearts to the Lord and become 
Christians they do "ot enter a life of “kicking” against 
old or. new conditions. They are “kicking against 
the pricks” all the time they are unregenerate. It is 
the Devil, I tell them, who prods them and drives 
them where they do not want to go. The drinker 
risks blindness, health, and life as his appetite drives 
him. I saw some girls the other day outside of a 
house freezing to get a cigarette smoke and courting 
a cold and its consequences. The defaulter lives in 
the pricking torment of fear of discovery. When a 
man or woman becomes a Christian—and do not 
ever forget this—that man and that woman can do 
just what they want to do. If that Christian wants 
to lie, he can lie. If that woman wants to slander 
her neighbor, she can slander. If that boy wants 
to swear, he can swear. That is to say, if the cat 
wants to eat hay it can go to it. When a man be- 
comes a Christian he becomes a new creature with 
new spiritual appetites and digestion (2 Cor. 5:17). 
To illustrate what I mean: In one of our depart- 
ments, the man at the head of it—and it was a de- 
partment much frequented —was “a térrible man to 
swear,” and those of the same sort would on occasion 
measure swear words with him until, as one fellow ex- 
pressed it, “the air was blue.” The old cusser “got 
religion,” and not only did thé profanity cease in 
that department but woe unto that fellow who while 
there so far forgot himself as to let the simplest of 
eaths slip out. . When “Old Cusser” got the new 
nature he did not want to swear. It hurt him to 
hear others swear. It hurts the whilom Sabbath 
breaker to see the Sabbath broken. I wonder if you 
get me! 


CoaTESVILLF, PA, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrINcIPLe OF CoRRELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 








HE Council at Jerusalem had to decide a most 

important question in whose solution there was 
wrapped up the welfare not only of the early Church 
but of the Church universal to the end of time. The 
solution is well nown, but it cannot be too. strongly 
stressed or fortified. It is worthy of note that to this 
Council there was brought not individual opinion but 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 1.+The Early Life of Saul 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Philippians 3 : 4-6; Acts 22:3, 27, 28 
2, July 8—Saul and Stephen .,........ Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 
2223, 4, 10,°203..26:4, §, 9-115 Galatians 1:13, 14 
3. July 1ts.—The Conversion’ of Saul sy 
“Acts 9 : 3-398; 22:36-16; 5 Corinthiatis. rs : 8 


' 4 July 22—Saul’s Early. Ministry ~ 


Acts 9: 19b-30; 11 : 19-30; 12: 2§;.Galatians 1: 15-18 
5. July 29.—The First-Foreign Missionaries ..Acts..13 : 1-52 
6..August 5.—Paul: in a.Pagan Country ..... Acts 14: 1-28 
7. August 12.—The Council at Jerusalem 
Acts 15: 1-35; Galatians 5: 1-15 
8 August 19—Paul Carries the Gospel Into Europe 
‘ Acts 15 : 36 to 16:15 
9. August 26.—Paul in a Roman Prison ...... Acts 16: 16-40 
10. September 2—Paul in Thessalonica 
Acts 17: 1-15; Romans 15: 18-20; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 12-23 
11. September 9.—Paul in Athens and Corinth ..Acts 17 : 16 
to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2: 1-16; 1 Timothy 2: 3-7 
12. September 16.—Paul Writes to His Friends in Corinth 
é 1 Corinthians 1 to ¢ 
13. September 23.—The Christian Basis of Total 
Abstinence. (Temperance Lesson.).1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13 
14. September 30.—Review: Paul the Missionary. 
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the witness of facts which justified the opinion. It 
is therefore well to bring to the discussion of the les- 
son not only the Council’s references to these facts, 
but to renew our acquaintance with them by the sup- 
port of the original accounts. For instance, when 
Peter says, “Ye know how that a good while ago God 
made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth 
should hear the word of the gospel, and believe,” we 
are taken back to the story of Cornelius in the tenth 
chapter of the Acts. When Barnabas and Paul de- 
clared “what miracles and wonders God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by them,” we are really referred 
to their story in. the lessons we have just studied. 
Thus we recognize how the Spirit of God had built 
behind the Jerusalem Council those “Acts of the 
Apostles” which were really “Acts of the Holy Ghost” 
which were intended to make clear the mind of Christ 
on the problem before the Council. And it is a proof 
of the yieldedness of the delegates to this Council to 
the mind of Christ that they could yield their lifelong 
prejudices and agree upon the answer that was sent 
to the Gentile churches. 

Another correlation with the lesson should be: the 
writings of Paul in which he elaborates the teaching 
that is here involved. Such texts as the Golden Text 
also suggest that, not only in that guidance which he 
promised through the Spirit, but also in the direct 
teaching of Christ himself was the germ at least of 
the truth more explicitly set forth here. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for ‘this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for thé~best. one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything” without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet: explainitig the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents. in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
iMlustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. —- 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on Portion 
of the +esson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” p 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
soeeuely desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
= . ; 


For the lesson of December 23, illustrations are 
desired on the optional Christmas lesson, Luke 
2:8-20, instead of on. the lesson, “Paul’s Last 

Message.” ar : 


Is There Any Other Way ?—And certain men came 
down from Judea and taught the brethren, saying, 
Except ye be circumcised after the custom of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved (v. 1). Canon Knox-Little once 
described a restored gateway in front of a beautiful 
church. There was placed over it, “This is the gate 
of Heaven,” and underneath was the larger notice, 
“Go around the other way.”—From Youth’s Compan- 
ton. Sent by Cara Swartwont, Prospect, N. Y. 


The Earthen Vessel.—Giving them the Holy Spirit, 
even as he did unto us (v, 8). A missionary in the 
Punjab took her Bible woman to visit some of the 
villages. This is what she heard her saying to the 
crowds: “In your houses you people have many ves- 
sels, some made of brass, some of wood, some just 
of earth. But when. you put ghee [butter] into an 
earthen vessel, you set it on a shelf in a place of honor 
close to the brass vessels or even above them. I was a 
poor earthen vessel; but God put his Spirit in me, 
and raised me, and set me in a higher place.”—From 
“The Bible in the World.” Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Only One Way of Safety.—Cleansing their hearis 
by faith (v. 9). The following is an extract from 
the message of a missionary who was exalting Christ. 
“A great and deadly serpent entered into a home and 
made its abode in a hole in the wall. The family 
were in'fear, crying out, ‘What shall we dol’ One 
neighbor said, ‘Have the house whitewashed.’ Another 
said, ‘Have a carpenter mend all the-doors and win- 
dows.’ Another said, ‘Send for a Brahmin to utter a 
mantra’ [sacred voice]. All this was done, and the 
family slept in peace. But one night”the snake came 
out and bit the father and he died. Two nights after, 
the son was bitten and he died, “ Brother, do you know 
the meaning of this parable?,, The house is the body, 
the hole is the heart, the. serpent is-sin.. By all your 
washings and ceremonies you will: noomore ‘get sin 
out of your heart than they got the ‘serpent out by’ lime 
and paint. ‘Christ ‘is the ‘Only ‘remedy.’ Wem Mendy 
Monthly. Sent by Howard M. Green, Warsaw, N.Y. 

When Roosevelt Was Refused.—We believe that 
we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
(v. 11). When Clara Barton was engaged in the Red 
Cross work in Cuba during the Spanish-American 
War, ex-President Roosevelt (then Colonel Roose- 
velt) came to her desiring to buy some delicacies for 
the sick and wounded men under his command. . His 
request was refused. Roosevelt was troubled; he 
loved his men, and was ready to pay for the supplies out 
of his own pocket. “How can I get these things?” he 
asked. “I must have proper food for my sick men.” “Just 
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Lesson for August 12 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 5 : 1-15 


ask for them, Colonel,” said the surgeon 
in charge of the Red Cross headquarters. 
“Oh,” said Roosevelt, his face breaking 
into a smile, “then I do ask for them.” 
And he got them at once; but you notice 
he got them through grace, and not 
through purchase. If men could buy the 
grace of a quiet conscience and a restful 
heart how the millionaires would vie with 
each. other at such an auction; but no 
one can have the chain of Heaven’s gold 
except by the free grace of God, which 
is offered to every one.—From the Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


No Other Gospel.—We believe that 
we shall be saved through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus (v. 11). Five thousand 
suggestions were received in a national 
contest for a slogan that would best in- 
dicate the Bible teachings of the Luth- 
eran Church. The winning slogan was 
submitted by Mrs. W. M. Matheson: 
“A Changeless Christ for a Changing 
World.”. This is a-good slogan for all 
the churches.—Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Utica, N. Y. 


A Little Girl’s Discovery.—But we 
believe that we shall be saved through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus, in like man- 
ner as they (vy. 11). A little girl, not 
used to traveling, was taken on a long 
train journey by her parents. She sat 
with her face glued to the window, al- 
ways looking ahead, and always alarmed 
when she saw rivers to be crossed. She 
could never understand how they were 
going to get across the water, but as they 
drew near to.the river a bridge always 
appeared, and the crossing was easy. 
After this had happened several times, 
she leaned back on the seat with a great 
sigh of relief, and said, “Isn’t it splendid? 
Somebody has put. bridges all the way!” 
So the Christian finds it on the journey 
of life—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


_Salvation for High and Low.—lIW/e be- 
lieve that we shall be saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, in like manner 
as they (v. 11). I was conducting meet- 
ings, and there came into the inquiry room 
a great, gaunt old man, hoary in the 
service of sin and Satan, but God had 
shown him his need of Christ. I knelt 
at his side, and spoke to him of the blood 
that cleanseth from all sin. Some one 
touched me on the shoulder and said, 
“Won't you speak to this man?” I looked 
and saw kneeling the mayor of the city, 
a man about as old as the other, but who 
had all the marks of culture and refine- 
ment. I knew he had Sentenced this man 
to hard labor, and that his sentence had 
just expired. They were side by side, 
and I had to turn from one to talk to 
the other. The light had broken there, 
and it broke here, and I found that the 
blood that was needed there was needed 
here, and>that it was sufficient for both. 
Christ filled both. The mayor rose and 
-went to the other man, and said, “Well, 
we didn’t meet here the last time.” Then 
the old fellow looked up and said, “No; 
and we shall never meet again as we did 
the last time, praise God!”—From G. 
Campbell Morgan. Sent by S. C. Graeb, 
Dalhousie, N. B., Can. 
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From the Platform 


By: Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


we thank thee for the declaration in thy |’ 
Word of the abiding principles of'right-action: | | 
> We thank: thee:that we°do? not’ need: ‘to -bé-in | 
the. dark: about) offr.dutyy towardirthee: and] - 
us; cleat views, | 


another.) ; Give yx ; 
we» pray, thee; .of.., what; thou.- dost -expect 
“Of. thy children im their relation to one 
another. May we be loyal to the truth under 
all circumstances, and may we turn to thy 
Word and thy ways to ascertain the path 
of right conduct. Give us the understanding 
heart, we pray thee; and may we bear the 
test of discipleship that is shown in our love 
one to another. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you want to find 
out how to get along with other Chris- 
tians this is a great lesson to study. Read 
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sink into your thinking. What a clear 
understanding of God’s own purposes 1s 
here! How graciously and lovingly the 
problems are dealt with by the leaders 
of the Church! These men are not beset 
by their own opinions, but ofily as the 
Holy: Spirit gave them light were they 
willing to declare their opinions. “It 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, 
to lay upon you no greater burden than 
these necessary things.” In all this won- 
derful chapter there is no putting aside 
the Word of God, but the decision is 
based on that Word and the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in understanding it. What 
a lot of trouble would be saved among us 
Christians if we were willing to rest our 
case right there! The next time you have 
a strong opinion of some question in your 
church work, just lay that opinion along- 
side the proper direction in the Word of 
God. How much we need light on what 
to do, andthe way to do it, in these big 
days! Make sure that your course of 
conduct seems good not only to you, but 
to the Holy Spirit as well! Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Nor Silver Nor Gold.” 
“Once for All.” 
“Not Under Law, But Under Grace.” 
“Jesus Only.” 
“Oh, It Is Wonderful!” 
“ ‘Whosoever Will.’ ” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
“Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Peace with God” (229 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 1-8, 13. 
“He Has Wrought Salvation” (196:1, 2). 
Psalm 08 : 1-3. 
“Redemption Is With Thee” (67 :1-3). 
\ Psalm 31 : 1-8. 
“With Heart Confiding”’ (260 : 1-3). 
Psalm 125 : 1-5. 


A trial subscription for Christian 
Youth, —ten cents for ten weeks. The 
new young people’s paper published by 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
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it again and again, Let the Spirit of it 


e net entangled again with the yoke of bondage” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 15: 1-35; Galatians 5:1I- 

15. Perhaps the only way to teach 
this lesson to the little ones will be in a 
simple story form, -Many, fmany years 
before Jesus came into the world, God 
had given the Jews the Law, and had 
told therm just how they should worship 
God. In this worship they had to offer 
many sacrifices for sin. Each of these sac- 
rifices was a picture of some part of the 
perfect sacrifice that Jesus offered to 
God when he died on the cross for the 
sins of the world. Many of the Jews 
believed that Jesus was their Saviour, 
but they were so used to their way of 
worshiping God that they still kept it up, 
and thought it was necessary to keep on 
offering sacrifices; and when the heathen 
people believed the Good News and were 
saved, some of the Jewish Christians sent 
them word that they must do the same 
things that God had taught the Jews to 
do long years before Christ came. “This 
troubled the new believers, for there were 
many of these laws, and they did not 
know them very well. 

Paul and Barnabas told these mistaken 
Jewish Christians about seeing so many 
heathen people saved and made very 
happy by simply believing in the Lord 
Jesus. The Christian people at Antioch 
sent Paul and Barnabas with some other 
men up to Jerusalem to have a talk with 
the apostles, and find out what was best 
for the new believers to do. 

All the disciples and the other officers 
of the church in Jerusalem met together 
to talk with the missionaries. Peter said 
that God sent him once to preach to some 
Gentiles, and when they believed in Jesus, 
God sent his Spirit into their hearts just 
the same as if they had been Jews, and 
so Peter did not see the need of the Gen- 
tiles’ trying to keep all those hard laws. 

Then James, another one of the dis- 
ciplés, who seems to have been at the head 
of the meeting, said that one of the 
prophets had written that God had plan- 
ned to save the heathen people, and James 
agreed with Peter that these saved 
heathen people should not be taught all 
the laws of the Jewish people.. Perhaps 
both Peter and James. remembered that 
when Jesus sent them to fell the Good 
News to all people, he had not said any- 
thing about their offering sacrifices and 
keeping the Jewish laws. Jesus said 
that whoever believed on him, and showed 
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his faith by’ being baptized, should be 
saved. The meeting closed happily; all 
agreed to teach the new believers that 
they leave off all wrong, hurtful things, 
and just let the Holy Spirit teach them 
how to worship God. 

Sing “Nothing But the Blood of 
Jesus.” 

CirinTon, S. C. 

ee 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The way out is up. 
Discussion: What makes differences of 
opinion? Why is this good? What 
makes harm of it? What makes’ good 
of it? The proper spirit in debate. 
Objective: Living in God’s atmosphere. 











AY, fellows, I have just read a thrill- 

ing story of an aviator’s experience 
during the World War. He was an offi- 
cer in the American flying corps. He 
says: “I was out over the ocean alone, 
and I saw in the distance, coming rapidly 
toward me, a storm that was blacker 
than midnight. I had never seen such 
black, inky clouds before, and they seemed 
to be coming on with lightning rapidity. 
I knew I could not reach the shore ahead 
of the storm. I looked down to the ocean 
to see if I could go underneath it, and 
perhaps get on the sea, but the ocean 
was already boiling with fury. I knew 
the only thing to do was to get above 
it, so I turned my frail craft straight 
up toward the sky, and I let her mount 
one thousand, two thousand, twenty-five 
hundred, three thousand, thirty-five hun- 
dred feet, and then the storm struck me. 
It, was a hurricane and a cyclone and a 
typhoon all in one. The sky was imme-. 
diately as black as midnight. I never 
saw blackness like that. I could not see 
a thing. The rain came in torrents, the 
snow began to fly, and the hail struck 
like bullets. I was four thousand feet 
up in the air. I knew there was only. 
one thing to do, and that was to keep on 
climbing. So I climbed forty-five hundred, 
five thousand, six thousand, sixty-five 
hundred feet, and then suddenly I was 
swept out into sunlight and glory such 
as I never saw in this world before. The 
clouds were all below me. The.sapphire 
sky was bending low above me in amaz- 
ing splendor. It seemed the glory of 
another world, and I immediately began 
to repeat Scripture to myself, and in the 
heavens above the clouds I worshiped 
God.” 

The way out was up. 

So it was, fellows, in that difficulty 
that fumed up at Antioch and threatened 
to wreck the Christian Church on the 
very threshold of its great career. A 
controversy arose concerning certain rites 
and ceremonies. But the Voice of Wis- 
dom,. which was the voice of the. Holy 
Spirit, said, “Steer upward,” and that 
meant to turn their faces toward God. 
The apostles and the elders said, “Let’s 
get together and consider this matter 
kindly and quietly.” Now it is a curious 
coincidence that the word “consider” is 
derived from two Latin words: con— 
with; sidus—star; or, in other words, 
“look starward.” I suppose the expres- 
sion found its origin in the thought that 
when ‘one thinks deeply or carefully, his 
eyes instinctively turn upward to get 
above. the:distracting things on the lower 


it + level aboutsHim. Well; anyhow, it is a 








| |ewisecmove}) under any and all circum- 


_ Stances. res the happy outcome of 


It i 
| any problepa tat may arise. I don’t care 


how promising the skies today, fellows; 
life‘ is not all fair sailing. Thunderclouds 
will suddenly appear in the distance, and 
frequently the storm will actually burst: 
upon you: The fact that you are trying 
to do the Lord’s work will not ward off 
difficulties. They are likely -to come 
thicker there than anywhere else — and 
they do. But there is always a right 
way to deal with them. It is God’s way. 
The way to find God’s way, — which 1; 
the right way, the safe way, the happy 
way,—is to look up. That is toward 








him. “Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
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trust also in him; and he -shall bring it 
to pass” (Psa. 37:5). A 
In the case of the Antioch dispute, the 
God way —the Christian way — was to 
get together for a friendly conference 
and consider the matter, in prayer, in the 
light of the Scriptures, in candid re- 
viewing of the evidence, in considerate- 
ness each of the other’s viewpoint. It 
worked. And it worked beautifully. 
Everybody was satisfied, even enthusi- 
astic; and there was great joy. 
Fellows, any differences in the world 
could be satisfactorily settled by that 
rocess. It is God’s own modus vivendi. 
ersonal differences, family differences, 
church differences ; yes, even international 
differences and wars could be Settled 
without damage and with only good to 
both sides and happy, mutual’ understand- 
ing. 
Just one more thought suggested by 
this incident. It is not only good te work 
out of a difficulty; it is also good to steer 
clear of those that can be properly 
avoided. And the way to do that is to 
aim for God’s atmosphere when start- 
ing any enterprise. Recently a_ pilot 
‘taking off from the Atlanta airport in a 
dense fog found himself soon afterward 
crashing into Stone Mountain just a few 
miles away. Fortunately, he escaped with 
his life. But that pilot learned his les- 
son. Recovering in the hospital, in sober 
meditation he drolly remarked: “After 
this, when I take off in a fog, I’ll mount 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
( aetor of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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five thousand feet before: I begin the 
real trip.” 

So, fellows, to sum up, just remember 
these points; 

Problems will come. 

But there is always away out. 

A right way. 

God’s way. 

A high way. 

A considerate way. 

Get up in God’s atmosphere and stay 
there. 

You will make a safe and happy trip. 

GreeNnssoro, N. C. 


ve 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Additions and subtractions 
1. In Paul’s day. 








2. In our day. c 








66 ES, I do-love him, and I de want 

*to belong to the church, but I will 
have to give up so many things I like 
—I’m afraid I can’t do it,” replied a 
merry-faced girl to the loving persuasions 
of an older friend. Both of them were 
face to face with the -old, old problem 
that was faced by that first Christian 
council in Paul’s day, in Jerusalem — the 
things that must be subtracted from man’s 
self-chosen way of living, and the things 
that must be added to the life surrendered 
to Christ. A careful survey of that girl’s 
mind revealed that she was not thinking 
merely of the frivolities and amusements 
of the world’s way. of living, but rather, 
more thoughtfully, of the complete sur- 
render of her own chosen will and way 
rather than the acceptance of Christ’s will 
and way for her life. 


1. This is your opportunity, teachers 
of girls, to show them God’s revealed 
way through the mazes of this question, 
so generally a stumblingblock in the path 
of young feet. Can you not help them 
to see that the four things (in reality 
three practices of the non-Christian world 
of Paul’s day) specified in that. letter 
from the church at Jerusalem still repre- 
sent the principle-of subtraction that every 
follower of Christ must accept and obey 
in loyalty to him? Of those three prac- 
tices — (1) the consuming of blood in 
food (things strangléd were included be- 
cause of this), (2) complicity with idol- 
worship through the buying of the meats 
first offered on their altars, and (3) the 
sensual rites of the same heathen worship, 
so ‘common in all that Gentile world and 
so deadly in their strangle hold on weak 
human ‘nature — only one was inherently 
wrong in itself, but all three, persisted in, 
blurred the line between the new life in 
Christ and the old life of the easy follow- 
ing of the way of “this present world.” 

It looks so much easier to us now than 
it did to them then—this subtracting of 
things of the world from the way of the 
Christian — but let your girls apply this 
abiding principle to their own lives. They 
are not tempted by the things of Paul’s 
day, certainly not in the forms they 
then wore, but you and they should face 
honestly the doubtful and harmful things 
of this day, together, list them and sub- 
tract them as sincerely as those first 
Christians did in their brotherly council 
in Jerusalem. 


2. Christ’s way is the subtraction of 
all wrong. But you must not let your 
girls forget that it is far more, and that 
in its very beginning. It is the addition 
of ‘the ‘new life in Christ: Addition? 
Rather it ‘isthe implanting of that» new 
life in the believer for the old lifes hat 
girl of yours who would follow Christ 
becomes a new creature-in Christ Jesus, 
to whom the subtracting of the old ways 
of the world is no painful parting with 
things beloved, but the glad surrender of 
her whole self to be clothed upon with 
his new life, that abundant life he came 
to bring, which adds riches for both this 
world and that to come, and addeth no 
sorrow (for sin) with it. 


Home Study 


Find a list Paul once wrote to some 
new Christians of things to be added to 


‘out this whole trip, resulting in a sharp 





Acts 137 45. 





the Christian’s way of living, in Philip- 
pians 4:8; and then one Peter recom- 
mended in his second letter, 2: 5-9. 


Decatur, GA. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of August 5) 


1. The persecuted church is the prosper- 
ous church,’ spiritually. 


2. “The disciples were filled with joy, and 
with the Holy Ghost” at Antioch “A 
great multitude both of the Jews and also 
of the Greeks believed” and “The Lord... 

ranted signs and wonders” at Iconium. 
here were ‘disciples’ to stand around 
Paul's dead body (supposedly so) even at 
Lystra. Yet, the Jews, the devout women, 
and the chief men stirred up persecution in 
Antioch that dogged Paul’s party through- 


division and near-stoning at Iconium, and a 
thorough one at Lystra. 


3- He began his career as apostle to the 
Gentiles. 


4. Envy. Mark 15: 103 John 12: 19, and 


5. Luke’s account bears out the findings 
of archeology and the records of history 
that this was then a most populous and 
prosperous part of the Roman world, with 
a cosmopolitan mixture of races and faiths, 
many large towns, good highways. It was 
sorely in need of the Gospel, and a strategic 
place to plant it. 


6. He went first in every town to the 
synagogue of the Jews, where one was to be 
found, to proclaim to them first this Messiah 
of their own race. And we can note his 
rejoicing, already, that he was counted 
worthy to suffer for the name of Jesus, 
teaching others that this was God’s appointed 
way (Acts 14: 22b). 

7. Fhe Christian church organization ap- 

ears, even as we have it today, Paul leav- 
ing an organized group in each town he had 
“evangelized,” ere he returned home (Acts 
Z. 3 23). 

8. Peter at the Beautiful Gate. 

9. Herod (Acts 12: 21-23). ‘ 

10. Our Lord’s, when the people one day 
aries. “Hosanna!” and another, “Crucify 

im.” 

11. The one on Mars Hill (Acts 17: 
22-31). 

12. See 1 Thessalonians 1: 9. 

13. They returned (see Acts 14: 20, 21). 

14. They entered the very cities where 
they had been persecuted at first, and they 
instructed the. believers, without being mo- 
lested. Perhaps the Jews did not care to 
try to kill Paul. 


15. There are forms of ridicule, ostra- 
cism, and even persecution of Christians 
today that are as painful as stoning; there 
are forms of praise and adulation as subtle 
and dangerous as garlands and oxen for 
worship. 

16. “That the power _of Christ may rest 
upon me.” See 2 Corinthians 12: 7-10. 





| Children at Home 





ms Pilgrim’s Progress ” 
By William J. May, D.D. 


The year 1928 is the tercentenary of the 
birth of John Bunyan. It is hoped that 
this condensed story of ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Progress,”’ in four sections, will prove use- 
ful not only as reading for the children, but 
also to teachers, superintendents, or pas- 
tors who may be telling the old allegory in 
Sunday-school or church. 


Il. THe Upnuitt Roap 


HRISTIAN makes a braver show 
,now as he goes forward in his: new. 
clothes with his roll in his hand and a 
song upon his—lips because ‘his burden 
is gone. Down at the foot ofthe hill he’ 
saw three men lying asleep, with fetters 
on their_ankles: Simple, Sloth, and Pre- 
sumption. He tried to rouse-them up by 
telling them -what danger they were in 
and what evil things might happen to 
them. It made no difference. They only 
yawned and went to sleep again. Chris- 
tian had to leave them at last; for even 
his offer to help them get rid of their 
fetters was refused. 
A little later he was overtaken by two 
sham pilgrims, Formalist and Hypocrisy, 
who came from the land of Vain-Glory, 
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the wall. They went with him until they 
came to the foot of the Hill Difficulty. 
Hére there were three roads, one led 
straight up the hill; the others branched 
off to right and left. Christian followed 
the uphill road but Formalist took the 
easy-looking road to the right called 
Danger and lost himself in a great 
wood, while Hypocrisy followed the left- 
hand road called Destruction, which led 
him into a wide field, full of dark moun- 
tains, where he stumbled and fell, and 
rose no more. 

Christian found it very difficult to climb 
the hill. At first he began to run, but 
soon he could only walk, and higher up 
he was only able to clamber on hands and 
knees, because of the steepness of the 
place. About halfway up there was an 
arbor where pilgrims might rest. Chris- 


portunity of rest that he fell asleep and 
slept so long that when he woke up at 
last he had to go on in a great hurry. 
In his haste his scroll fell out of his, 
bosom, and he did not notice it. At the 
top of the hill he almost collided ‘with 
two pilgrims coming down in a breath- 
less hurry, Timorous and Mistrust. 

“What’s the matter?” Christian asked. 
“You are running the wrong way!” 

“Lions,” theyestammered. “There are 
lions in the way, and we were almvz. 
devoured.” 

Then they ran off down the—hill, an. 
Christian saw them no more. But he 
was very much afraid. He looked for 
his passport scroll to read in it to find 
strength and comfort and discovered that 
he had lost it. He was in a great worry. 
The only thing was to go: back and look 
for it. So back he went, telling himself 
all the way how foolish he was to be so 
careless. He found the scroll where he 
had lost it, under the seat in the arbor. 
But he had lost so much time that now 
it was nearly dark and Christian began 
to think more and more about the lions. 
They would have been bad enough in day- 
light, but it would be far worse in the 
dark. “I shall surely be torn in pieces,” 
he said to himself. 


and saw the lions, one on each side of 
the very narrow road that led to the 
Palace Beautiful. He wondered if he 
dared attempt to get past them, but the 
porter, Watchful, called to him: “Is 
thy strength so small? Fear not the 
lions, for they are chained.” 

Christian crept forward, being careful 
to keep in the middle of the road, but 
though the lions growled at him they 
could not come near enough to harm him. 
So Christian was taken to the palace and 
cared for by the four sisters who looked 
after it: Discretion, Prudence, Piety, and 
Charity. The pilgrim they laid in a large 
upper chamber, whose window opened 
toward the sunrising. The name of the 
chamber was Peace, where he slept till 
break of day. , 

He rested there many days, and each 
day there was some new wonder, some 
new beauty of the treasures of the house 
for him te see. One morning they took 
him on the top of the house and showed 
him Immanuel’s Land toward which he 
was journeying, and told him how from 
the Delectable Mountains he could see 
the Celestial City, the home of-all true 
pilgrims. But before they allowed him 
to set out again on his journey they took 
him into the armory and gave him a 
helmet, a sword, and a shield, and food 
and drink for the journey. 

It was well that they did so, for not 
much farther along the road Christian 
-found himself in the Valley of Humilia- 
tion. Here the foul fiend, Apollyon, over- 
took him... 


like “a dragon, and feet like a bear,‘ out 
of his belly came fire and smoke, and his 
mouth was as the mouth of a lion. At 
first he ordered Christian to turn back, 
and Christian was so afraid that he might 
have done so if he had not remembered in 
time that he had no armor to his back. 
So when Christian declared his intention 
of going forward Apollyon got into a 
great rage and attacked him fiercely. 
The fight lasted half a day, Apollyon 
throwing darts as thick as haii and 





and got on to the road by climbing over 


wounding Christian in his head, his hand, 


tian was so tired and so glad of the op- - 


At last he turned a corner of the road ° 


e was awful to look at:’ 
covered with scales like a fish, with wings 








> J 


= + oer ee he oe pee eee 


5 = ty ow 


NS © (Fw PP OP eee MD PC 


__~ ?F = 2 W) 00 CP CF Ph pte wt? Ff 


ome te: bate CY pete fete ete 6 


“re ee ee ee ee ' ee S elie Me i ed ee ee al 
‘ 


“oa 








SE el oe ed, ee 


¥ 


Lesson for August 12 fe 


“ Acts 1§ : 1-35; Galatians 5 : 1-15 
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and his foot. This made Christian fall 
back a little, for he was weak from his 
wounds. Apollyon fell on him and wres- 
tled with him, so that Christian’s sword 
flew out of his hand. 

Apollyon was in great glee when he 
saw what had happened. He was sure 
now of: his victory and was just about 
to deal a blow that would have ended 
both’ Christian’s pilgrimage and his life 
when’ Christian snatched up his sword 
again and gave Apollyon a mighty “thrust, 
crying, “Rejoice not against me, O mine 
eneiny ; when I fall, I shall arise.” The 
force of the blow made Apollyon stag- 
ger; he spread his great dragon’s wings 
and flew away, nor did Christian see him 
any more. It was a dreadful fight, and 
Christian was nearly dead, but a hand put 
some leaves from the tree of life upon his 
wounds and healed them, so that ‘he was 
able to go on again. But though he kept 
his drawn sword in his hand, he met no 
other foes in that valley. 


ILKEsTON, Enc. 











Evans’ Question Box. By William 
Evans, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.50.) The “Question Hour” 
at numerous Bible conferences has fur- 
nished material for this readable book of 
popular answers to almost universal ques- 
tionings. More than two hundred brief, 
pointed inquiries are given simple and 
Scriptural answer. They cover a wide 
range of thinking, including the general 
field of the Bible and science, as shown 
in such instances as “Do you think the 
Bible predicted automobiles and aero- 
planes?” “What is meant by ‘Theistic’ 
evolution?” “Does the Bible teach that 
the earth is flat?” There are questions on 
Bible interpretation and information, as, 
“Does. the original Bible in Greek and 
Hebrew have any chapter marks such as 
we have? If nat, when were chapter and 
verse marks put into our Bible?” “What 
fis the meaning of the verse, ‘He led cap- 
tivity captive’?”. “Why did Jesus need to 
pray?” and so on. Amusements, Chris- 
‘tian conduct, geology, prophecy, history 
ancient and modern, puzzling passages, are 
all touched upon. The answers, in -popu- 
lar form, will be in the main satisfying to 
the average inquirer. There is no attempt 
at an exhaustive discussion. Many of the 
questions begin with the words, “Do you 
believe” thus and so, and the author is 
frank to express at times simply his opin- 
ion, often stating also the views of others, 
But on all those matters upon which con- 
servative Christians agree there is no un- 
certain note. The book will be informing 
and enlightening especially to young 
Christians, while the most mature will 
find its answers fresh and suggestive. 


The New Indexed Bible. (John A. 
Dixon Publishing Co. Distributed by 
C. H. Westerman and Co.,. 151 West 
Forty-second Street, New York. In 
various bindings and papers, $5.75 to 
$17.50). It is difficult to see- how a 
greater number of valuable helps could 
be included in any edition of the Bible 
of convenient size, than the publishers 
¢have brought together here. As an intro- 
duction to the Scripture text, the story 
of the preservation of the Bible down 
through the ages and a history of the 
English translation of the Word are 
given. Then comes a brief analysis of 
each book of the. Bible, followed by an 
index and digest of proper, names. . .The 
Scripture text. is printed in clear, medium 


sized type, with no mafginal references.’ 
Proper names have’ pronunciation. ‘indi-' 


cated. 

Following the text are more than five 
hundred pages of Bible helps. These in- 
clude a chronology; a chart of the He- 
brew laws; a chronological index of the 
events of Christ’s life; a list of the teach- 
ings and discourses of Christ; an alpha- 
betical jndex of the teachings and sayings 
of Christ; a list of parables, both Old 
Testament and New; the warnings and 
promises of our Lord; the miracles of 
Christ; a detailed index of the lives of 
great Bible characters such as Abraham, 





David, Daniel, Paul, and the like; and 
many other valuable features. 

Of no small’ importance to the Bible 
student and Sunday-school teacher is a 
special index of passages of Scripture 
bearing on a wide variety of topics, such 
as Conscience, Consecration, Conversion, 
Death, Demons, Disobedience, Doubting, 
Eternal Life, Fall of Man, and others. 
Not merely the references are given but 
the full verses are quoted, making it 
possible to find at a glance the central 
utterances of the Word on these topics. 
There is also a word index and concord- 
ance that is remarkably full for the lim- 
ited space given to it in a moderately 
sized book. A series of twenty-two charts 
gives what may be termed a bird’s-eye 
view of the whole Bible; finally there are 
a number of full-page photographic re- 
productions of scenes in Bible lands with 
brief descriptions. 

This veritable library of Bible refer- 
ence material has. been included in a 
volume only eight and _ three-quarters 
inches by five and three-quarters inches, 
and one and one-quarter inches thick. The 
lower priced editions are printed on 
opaque Bible paper, and come in a variety 
of bindings, from cloth to morocco. Sev- 
eral India paper editions in morocco come 
at higher prices. 


b-4 
Sound Literature for the Blind 


HERE are approximately 100,000 

blind people in the United States, or 
about one in every 15,000. For twenty- 
eight years the Seventh Day Adventists 
have been publishing a free magazine and 
giving it to every blind person who will 
read it. The Mormons, Catholics, The- 
osophists,. Christian Scientists, and the 
leaders in New Thought have been broad- 
casting their teachings among the blind. 
For twenty-two years a New York wo- 
man has been putting $25,000 annually 
into the maintenance of a secular maga- 
zine for the blind, which is given abso- 
lutely free to every blind person who 
wants it. Of course the Bible has been 
in print for the blind for some time, but 
owing to its bulk—the whole Bible, 
twenty-one volumes, requires a shelf space 
of about six feet — and the great expense 
of its purchase, comparatively few are 
able to own a Bible.. Nae p iets 

In 1925 the Full Gospel Publishing 
Company for the Blind was organized for 
the sole purpose of furnishing free, un- 
denominational; non-sectarian, pre-millen- 
nial, evangelical literature to the blind 
through the medium of a free circulating 
library. The headquarters of this com- 
pany are at Montverde, Florida. Its per- 
sonnel is: the Rev. and Mrs. R. G. Shep- 
herd, Miss Grace Allen, and Miss Ger- 
trude Leazer. All these are blind except 
Mrs. Shepherd. 

Beginning with one Braille writer (an 
embossing typewriter) and an old clothes 
wringer for a printing press, these peo- 
ple began the publication of books. God 
has greatly blessed the work; and they 
now have three Braille writers, an,elec- 
tric printing press, and a stereographing 
machine for making metal plates... Their 
library. now distributes about’*two hun- 
dred volumes to nearly as many regular 
readers, This has been accomplished en- 
tirely through prayer, and without solicit- 
ing funds from any source whatever. The 
company has embossed books by the Rev. 
A. B. Simpson, W. Graham Scroggie, 
Keith L. Brooks, and others; and are 
planning to emboss in the near future 
some of the works of the Gordons, A. T, 
Pierson,, James M. Gray, G, Campbell 
Morgan, Charles G.. Trumbull, and other 
meted teachers, _. : 

* ‘Books, however, do not cover the field 
of literature. As we have said, there has 
not been a suitable medium for the dis- 
tribution of current spiritual literature. 
The Full Gospel Publishing Company 
for the Blind has recently begun the pub- 
lication of a small embossed magazine to 
be given free to every blind person who 
will read it. The-company has no funds 
available for this work, but God is faith- 
ful, and Christian people will be faithful 
when they know. ‘If one woman cares 


enough for the entertainment and instruc- 





tion of the blind to maintain a secular 
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magazine for twenty-two years at her 
own expense, putting $25,000 yearly into 
it, surely the great host of God’s people 
ought to care enough for the ‘spiritual 
welfare of the blind to'give them the kind 
of magazine. they themselves would like 
to read. The Full Gospel . Publishing 
Company is perfectly willing to do this 
work without remuneration — except for 
the supply of the actual needs of the 
workers — but material for this. work is 
expensive at best, and the company makes 
no debts. » - . 

Those who are interested, and. who feel 
that they would like to have a part in 
this work, may write to the Full Gospel 
Publishing Company for the Blind, Mont- 
verde, Florida, for further information. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





August 19. How Magazines and Newspapers 
Help or Hinder Christian Living. 2 Tim. 


331-17. 

August“26. What the World Owes to Relig- 
ious Leaders. 2 Cor. 12: 1-12, (Missionary 
emphasis.) 

September 2, Will the Golden Rule Work in 
Business and Industry? Phil. 4:8, 9% 
(Consecration nieetiing.) 

September 9. How May Every One Become 
Truly Educated? Prov. 4: 1-13. 


Sunday, August 12 


True and False Standards of Success 
(Matt. 7::,1-5; Josh. 1 : 8) 





Mon.—The wealth standard (Mark 10: 


17-27). 
Tues.—Standard of power (Dan. 4 : 29-37). 
Wed.—The world’s standard (1 John 2: 
15-17). 
Thurs.—The true standard —God’s will 
(Acts 2: 22-24). 
Fri—The way to success (Psa. 1 : 1-6). 
Sat—A good testimony (Acts 13 : 36). 
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What is the commonest standard of suc- 
cess in America? 

How tell when a: standard of success is 
true or false? 


\W HEN. you go: into a store to buy a 
pound of meat or five pounds of 
sugar, how do you know that you get the 
actual weight for which you pay? Per- 
haps you may have noticed a little lead 
seal attached by a wire to the scales upon 
which your purchase was weighed out. 
Had you examined the seal carefully you 
would have found upon it the certification 
of thefcounty Bureau of Weights and Meas- 
ures, showing that a representative of the 
Bureau had tested the scales and had de- 
termined that they were correct. If you 
were to inquire of the representative of 
the Bureau you would find that his in- 
struments had been carefully constructed 
and were tested: by the state Bureau of 
Weights and Measures, and_ the state’s 
instruments were in turn calibrated from 
a certified copy of the. legal standard 
avoirdupois pound, which is kept by the 
National Bureau of Standards at Wash- 
ington. 

But why all this precaution? Simply 
because weights wear with use, and scales 
become inaccurate, and. if no standard 
were maintained some dealers would un- 
wittingly, and other unscrupulous ones 
would willfully, give short weight, and 
much. confusion would result, 


Did,:you ever stop to think .that .our 


Popular opinion has’ a:great».deal-of in- 
fluence upon our standards.. Prosperity 
and poverty are important factors. The 
country. in which we live, and the circle 
of friends and acquaintances in which we 
move, lend their influence, as do also edu- 
cation and culture. 

How, then, among so many influences, 
are we going to know what are the cor- 
rect standards of life? God in his mar- 
velous provision for us has given us a 
perfect standard whereby we may meas- 
ure all others. It is his Word, for “all 





scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
; and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
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LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“My Annuity with the Jewish Mission’’ is 
the title of a leatlet we would like you to read. 
lt is yours for the asking. Just say “Send 
me your leaflet on Annuities.” 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not aword. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a shave in your Annuity gifts, 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 


27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. ¥. 




















rit P 
standards of life.are:subject.to. change? J: pe istic 


for correction, for instfuction in right- 
eousness: that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 


The Bible is God’s master standard for 
man because it reveals, as does nothing 
else, man’s utter depravity apart from 
God, and shows us our need of a Saviour. 
It is God’s standard because it presents 
God’s perfect man, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and tells us how we may, by his grace 
and enabling, live acceptably and pleasing 
unto God, 

The Bible is a safe standard, for it 
points to eternal values and away from 
the short-lived standards that natural man 
would set up. - 


Let us see some of the ways in which 
God’s Word corrects natural man’s stand- 
ards: 

It shows us that, while wealth and 
possessions are not necessarily wrong in 
themselves, we are not to put our trust 
in them or to-think too much of them (1 
Tim. 6:10; Col. 3:2; Mark 8: 36). 

It shows us that there is something of 
infinitely greater importance than the 
struggle for prosperity, food, clothing, and 
the like (Matt. 6: 33). 

It shows us the possibility and priv- 
ilege of accumulating a heavenly wealth 
that can never be taken from us, and 
that will bring us true joy and, happiness 
in this life and throughout: the ages to 
come (Matt. 6:19, 20). 

It shows us the emptiness of the fame 
andthe praise of-men and’the exceeding: 
value of being blameless before God 
(Matt. 6: 26; Rom. 2:29). 

It shows us the only way we may have 
true joy (John 15:11; Gal. 5:22). 

It teaches us that the trials and‘ the 
unpleasant things of this life are but tem- 
porary, and may actually be for good (2 
Cor. 4:17). ss 


It is, therefore, to God’s Word that we 
must turn for the true standards of suc- 
cess, and not only for the standard but 
for the very way to success. Our Scrip- 
ture lesson reminds us of this, for God 
gave to Joshua the sure road to success 
when he told him to hold fast to and to 
meditate upon the Word. We see that 
this is true, when we realize that the 
Bible reveals God’s will to us... And after 
all, regardless of what others may say, 
we know, as Christians, that to find and 
do God’s will is true success. We may 
reach pinnacles of fame and renown in the 
eyes of men, but if we miss or come 
short of the plan that God our Creator 
has, in his infinite wisdom, laid down for 
us, we cannot be called successful..-.On 
the ‘other hand, we may fill very humble, 
seemingly unimportant: places in life, and 
tyet beso ift {God’s will that we shall-be 

s because we shall through 
him be accomplishing that for which he 
has designed us. . + 


Are we willing then to be measured by 
God’s yardstick, to seek his will, to be 
fools in men’s eyes, if necessary, for his 
sake? If we are so determined our suc- 
cess is assured, and no fluke of the stock 
market, or fickle popular opinion, can take 
it from us, “ 


According to what standard am T meas- 
uring success 


Am I a success from God’s viewpoint? 





PHILADELPHIA. 
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N2 panic, no uncertainty of presiden- 

tial election, no reduction of interest 
rates, no stock market depression worries 
the holder of one of our Annuity Bonds. 


His check comes to him for the same 
amount every six months regardless of 
temporary market conditions. His rate 
of income is fixed when he gets his bond 
and does not change as long as he lives. 


And it is always on a liberal basis,— 





as high as 99%, dependent on age. 
y American Bible Society 
As Bible House, Aster Place, NewYork 
° as Gentlemen: Please send 
me without obligation on 





my part your booklet No, 
L-16 entitled ‘‘ Bibles and 
Bonds.”’ 


SATAN’S LAST DREAD 
COUNTERFEIT 


The DRAGON: the ANTICHRIST, and the 
FALSE PROPHET — By Rev. A. Sims. 


The completeness of this counterfeit is shown by 
the outline given of the main characteristics of 
each Trinity, the Divine and the Satanic, side by 
side in striking contrast. The False Prophet, a real 














age ; performs amazing miracles ; organizes 
the most awful combine ever known; is em- 
phatically the Anti-?t Spirit, and will be the 

jastical head of the Coming Universal 
Church. 25c. ; 


The Coming 
World-Church Union 


By Rev. A. Sims. Shows clearly that the present 
wide sweeping movement in favor of church fed- 
eration is a stepping stone to Antichrist. 
Four powerful reasons are given why every loyal 
Christian should take his stand against it. 28c. 
THE COMING CRASH, between capital and 
labor. . Seven reasons against a Christian joining 
a labor union. 25c. 


PIRITUALISM EXPOSED. Ni i 
ee why it should be poe o a Ba phere j 
28c. Nostamps. P, O. ] 

A. SIMS, 5 Simpson Avenue, Dept. M. 
- *Teronto, 6 Ontario. 














A Fundamentalist Evangelistic 


Missionary to India 


Depending entirely on the Lord for funds. Ten Bolin 
a year for six years will pay one share in giving the 
Gospel to those who have not heard. Full particu. 
lars sent on request. 


Address: No. 160 Rt. 8, Lancaster, Penna. 





WwW 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


Trained NATIVES in various parts of the world 
may be supported in the work of God foran entire 
for from $25 up to $600. Nothing deducted 
breed your gifts—100% goes toward the natives’ sup- 
port. Service and literature free. 
NATIVE PREACHER C@O., Inc. 


” Box T, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 

















Sell the Picture Bible 


Over ten million Bibles sold last year. Our 

m Picture Bible only one of its kind | 

ever published. We want District’ Managers, 

Salesmen and Saleswomen for national dampaign 

full or apa B50 to $r25 weekly assur if 
you work, id ‘i 


BIBLE CORPORATION OF AMERICA, Dept. A 
420 Lexington Avenue, New York — 


Caticura Soap| 
Best for Bab 
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For Family Worship || 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the Internatioz-al 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Devotional Books for the Blind 


WENTY-TWO copies of Mr. James 

H. McConkey’s devotional booklets, 
such as “Give God a Chance” and “The 
God-Planned Life,” are now published in 
Braille type by the Braille Circulating 
Library, Central Y. M. C. A., Richmond, 
Va., and four hundred blind people are 
reading them on this circulating library 
plan. A book was recently. sent to a 
blind girl in Nazareth, another to a blind 
girl in China. A reader in Japan writes 
that there are seventy. thousand blind 
people ‘ii that land. This whole work 
was visioned and organized by Miss 
Louise McCraw, a consecrated istian 
girl in Richmond, Va., and, aided by 
volunteer helpers, she is carrying it on. 
These Braille booklets will be sent on the 
lending plan to any blind person whose 
address is furnished to Miss McCraw at 
the address given above. 


August 6 to 12 


Mon.—Acts 15:1-5. . 
Disturbing Factors in the Church. 

The controversy with legalists grew 
out of Satan’s efforts to thwart the un- 
paralleled revolution begun in Cornelius’ 
house. Controversy is not necessarily 
wrong, and has helped through the cen- 
turies to keep the church pure. The 
Council of Nice decided the controversy 
over the Trinity, and the Reformation 
saved the doctrine of justification by 
faith, The Holy Ghost took part in this 
earliest controversy (v: 28). 

Prayer Succestion§: Pray for the 
circulation of Bibles and other Christian 
literature. Pray also for the deaf, the 
dumb, and the blind, and for all schools 
and institutions for the education and 
care of these. 


Tues.—Acts 15:6-11. A Plea for Tolerance. 


There was no place for tolerance in the 
Council of Jerusalem) as if the legalists 
were still more or less right. The Holy 
Ghost, and Peter, Barnabas, Paul, and 
James were. unitedly controverting in 
order “to save both the liberty of the 
Gospel and the authority of the Scrip- 
tures.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
aged, especially those in homes and insti- 
tutions; forthe. crippled and maimed; 
for veterans of the World War wounded 
or disabled for life; that the Gospel. 
may reach them, and that Ged may 
supply all their temporal and_ spiritual 
needs. 

Wed.—Acts 15 : 12-21. 
Arbitrating Religious Differences. 

Not so, — it was sifting error out from 
truth. James is not seeking to brace up 
Peter’s argument. That was decisive of 
itself. He is soothing the defeated Phari- 
sees. The Scripture in the quotation from 
Amos was relevant but not at this time. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
sick in the hospitals, that God may make 
their cup of pain a cup of joy through 
the blessed influences of the Holy Spirit 
speaking to them through god!y agencies; 
pray for that splendid band of men and 
women in every city who on the Lord’s 
Day and often during the week, when- 
ever tt is possible; visit these ‘hospitals 


(in themselves a testimony to the religion 


Thurs.—Acts 15 ; 22-35. 
Learning to Live and Work Together. 
The evangelicals and the Judaizers of 
Paul’s day never did learn to live and 
work together. The gulf between them 
was maintained by the true Christians. 
Fundamentalism and Modernism cannot 
go on together. One of the greatest 
magazine organs of the latter declares 
that the two are basically different “re- 
ligions.” It is true that impurity was the 
crying sin of heathendom, and there was 


DID 





THAT IN 1890 Dr. C. 


founded a Mission for the evangelization of Central America, and upon 

lines which he believed to be Biblical? This Mission continues to labor 

toward that end. Your Church, Sunday School, or Bible class ought to 
know about this work. Send for free literature and information. 


| Central American Mission, 2712 Holmes St., Dallas, Texas 


(Lesson tor Awaust 12) JULY 28 1928 — 


YOU KNOW 
I. SCOFIELD 








as pagans were being led into Christian 
liberty, and this opportunity the Council 
embraced, but there was no coinpromise. 
Prayer SuGcesTions: Pray for pris- 
oners in jails and penitentiaries; for the 
few falsely imprisoned, and the many 
justly so; pray for the prisoner im ‘the 
Bibb county jatl in Georgia, who sent re- 
cently for a copy of McConkey's 
“Threcfold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” 
writing that he was awoiting execution 
for murder, had found the Saviour; and 
was wanting to know more of him 50 
he could testify in the little time left 
him; pray for. Steve Ferko in the pen+ 
itentiary at Pittsburgh, convicted for 
murder, and a lifer, that if it is God’s 
will, he may be. pardoned to go out and 
preach the real Christ he has found. 


Fri—Galatians 5: 1-15. Religious Freedom. 


To submit to the old ceremonialism 
was distrust of the power of grace and 
got the legalist back into bondage. And 
circumcision further meant that the legal- 
ist must keep every iota of the law (v. 
3); but the law of liberty puts man in 
a place where Christ can keep the Law 
in and through him. : 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
victims of habit—of drink, drugs, im- 
purity, and every form of. sin that ts 
enslaving men and women, that they may 
find the liberty that-ts in Christ, and come 
to know that, not by struggling desper- 
ately but by letting Christ win the vic- 
tory for them, they may be emancipated, 
that the law of the Spirit of life m 
Christ Jesus may set them free from 
law of sin and death. 


Sat.—Ephesians 2: 11-21. Unity in Christ. 

In breaking down the middle wall of 
partition, the allusion is to the rent veil at 
the crucifixion, — not that the veil sepa- 
rated Jew and Gentile but that it included 
in its tearing the admission to Him of 
tthe One Body into which he had made 
both Jew and Gentile. 

PrAver Succestions: Pray for the 
starving people of earth, for the two- 
‘thirds of the world’s population who go 
to bed every night with their hunger-not 
fully satisfied; pray for the soon coming 
of the Lord, when the heavenly Manna 
can, everlastingly. satisfy the appetites of 
both body and spirit. 

Sun.—Psalm 133: 1-3. Christian Unity. 


David wrote this Psalm when “all 
Israel” were united “as the heart of one 
man” (2 Sam. 19:9-14). Blessing falls 
down from the anointed head of our 


seamless robe of ‘His Church. (And how 
Satan is trying to rip the seams !) 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
great ‘controversy raging in the Church, 
that those who know the truth may abide 
in the Spirit and always speak in love; 
pray for all Christians who do not see 
clearly their liberty in Christ, that they 
—ay be delivered from trying to-mix law 
and grace; pray for unity in the true 


body of Christ, that all Christians may 
be one. 
r 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


1 Pray for This Work of Faith 





an opportunity to warn against this peril 


Aaron upon His clothing which is the’ 


expense for reservations. 
Double Room and Bath... £4.50 


F. D. SOFIELD, Managing Director 
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